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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

First, thank you all so much for your generos-

ity towards me and to all the staff at Christ-

mas. Your graciousness in sending us all a 

bonus is greatly appreciated. This past year 

was indeed ñdifferentò but your staff rose to 

all the challenges to keep us together. I am 

proud of all they accomplished and grateful 

that you were, too. Again, thank you for your 

continued prayers, support, and kindness to 

me and to your staff. 

Love is patient and kind; love does not 

envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; it is 

not irritable or resentful; it does not re-

joice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 

the truth. Love bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. Love never ends. ~1 Corinthians 

13:4-8 

February; the month of love. Oh, and itôs also 

Black History month, Canned Food month, 

National Fasting month, National Self-Check 

month, Great American Pies month, National 

Grapefruit month, National Snack Food 

month, National Bird Feeding month, National 

Childrenôs Dental Health month, and National 

Library Loverôs month ï to name just a     

portion of the list.  

With all the above things to celebrate how will 

we ever be able to fit in celebrating love?   

Especially Godôs loveéfor us. Well, speaking 

of love, I love 1st Corinthians 13. One of my 

first sermons was on this text and I suggest-

ed that if we really wanted to understand 

what God was saying to us, that we should 

replace the word love with our own names 

and pronouns. In other words: Robert is    

patient and kind; Robert does not envy or 

boast; he is not arrogant or rude. He does not 

insist on his own wayé Robert bears all 

thingséand so on. Convicting? Absolutely. 

And thatôs Godôs point. If we are to those we 

love what Jesus is to us, then as Paul writes, 

true love will never end. God is love ï God 

will never end. 

We are loved so deeply by our Lord that He 

provides for our every need; from daily bread 

to dental health. How can we ever thank Him 

for His abundant graciousness and mercy? We 

canôt of course. We can only try and emulate 

His love to our neighbor ï especially that 

neighbor that lives with us, within our own 

walls. 

Let me end by sharing Lutherôs thoughts on 

Godôs love. Luther wrote: God Himself is love, 

and His Being is nothing but pure love. There-

fore, if anyone wanted to draw and picture 

God in a telling way, he would have to draw a 

picture that showed nothing but love, as 

though the divine Nature were nothing but 

the intense fire and fervor of a love that has 

filled heaven and earth. 

In His love,  

Robert Lyon Barker, III  

Pastor 
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Worship Schedule 
 

 

Holy Communion offered  
9:00am 1st & 3rd Sundays Drive-by 

10:30am 2nd & 4th Sundays Garden 
 

February 7 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Garden Closed 
 

February 14 
The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

7:00pm - Lent Online Worship 
 

February 21 
First Sunday in Lent 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

February 24 
Lent I 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

7:00pm - Lent Online Worship 
 

February 28 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

Find Trinity on the Internet 

~ Past Sermons, Devotions, 

& Tidings~ 
~www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Simi 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Maud Chesnutt, Gloria DeAngelis, 

Jean McMonagle, Joe Stevens,  

Joe Ditello  

 Worship, Celebrations & Memoriam 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

 
 

Feb. 1      Edith Albrecht, Gigi Becker, Mark LeBlanc 

Feb. 2      Carolyn Corley, Rachel Corley, Matthew Corley  

Feb. 3       Lucas Albrecht, Grant Keith, Bailee Rodgers 

Feb. 5      Ryan Taggart 

Feb. 6      Norm Peck 

Feb. 7     Matthew Janke, Hannah Langbehn,  

   Matthew Radtke, Deanna Spencer   

Feb. 8 Greg Goebel, Greg Manley  

Feb. 9 Kathy Sweitzer 

Feb. 10 Jeff Kane 

Feb. 11 Jason Conrad 

Feb. 12 David Mengers  

Feb. 14 Pam Vogt, Beau Darland, Elizabeth Bagnall   

Feb. 16 Steve Malcom, Dale Ota, Christopher Turley 

Feb. 17 Avanell Hitchcock 

Feb. 18 Connor Moore  

Feb. 20 Rozanna Malcom, William Ota 

Feb. 22 Marilyn Gerich, Manny Martinez 

Feb. 23 Emma Gomez 

Feb. 24 Shannon Langbehn, Cheryl Morris 

Feb. 26 Heather Haigler 

Feb. 27 Lance Langbehn 

Feb. 28 Ginny McDonald, Linda Oliver 
 

  Anniversary 
 

Feb. 3 - Brian & Marilyn Gerich 53 years 

Feb. 5 - John & Cathi Strickler 44 years 

Feb. 14 - Joe & Donna Escutia 23 years 

Feb. 15 - Larry & Linda Horn 40 years 

Feb. 24 - James & Julie Brown 14 years 
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ñYour Unbreakable Wordò 
 

Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier, the first Speaker of The Lutheran Hour 

Contributed by Rev. Aldon Albrecht 

John 10:35 - (Jesus said)  

"Scripture cannot be broken." 

What eternal power is present in this simple sen-

tence from the Savior! In it is found the divine 

stamp of approval on Scripture. Nations and peo-

ples worldwide must realize on the basis of Jesus' 

concise words here that every declaration of warn-

ing, every pronouncement of judgment, which 

God's Word of truth speaks on our careless, god-

less age will be fulfilled to the letter. 

Likewise, the judgment of God on unfaithful 

churches is inevitable and absolute. The verdict 

given in the book of Revelation on ancient church-

es that have lost their faith and are compromised 

with unbelief still strikes modern churches which 

have abandoned their first love of fervent faith and 

Christ-centered love for others. 

This brings every one of us to the personal prob-

lem of our own sins. For the unbroken Word of God 

tells us plainly that "all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23), and "The soul 

who sins shall die" (Ezekiel 18:20a). We may 

squirm under this sentence upon our sin and the 

doom of the sinner, but the unbreakable Word of 

God cannot be altered. 

And neither can His promises! 

Therefore, let us raise our praise filled hearts to 

thank our Heavenly Father for His unbroken Word 

of grace, every promise of His unfailing mercy, 

every pledge of His unchanging love, every assur-

ance of His unending compassion.  

Now, if the sure Word of grace, predicted in 

scores of ancient prophecies, tells us that He, the 

Christ of God, was "pierced for our transgres-

sions; He was crushed for our iniquities" (Isaiah 

53:5a); if it is the glory of the Gospel that we can 

"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world!" (John 1:29b); then we know, before 

the cross, at the threshold of every human happi-

ness, we know that the covenant of God's peace in 

Christ will never be broken. 

There we can grasp our New Testaments and re-

peat that these Scriptures "cannot be broken." 

Even if you cannot measure the immensity of 

God's love, believe it. Even if you cannot under-

stand and explain it, cherish it. Even if you see in-

surmountable obstacles between you and your 

God, remember that by day and by night, in heat 

and cold, in war and in peace, in childhood and in 

old age, through life and through death, the merci-

ful Scriptures of God must be fulfilled. 

Is there difficulty within the walls of your home? Is 

your neighborhood in peril, torn by strife and an-

ger? Is your own heart dissatisfied with life, hun-

gry for something more? I have seen homes 

brought together in love and reconciliation. I have 

seen relationships transformed, lives rebuilt, confi-

dences regained. And I have seen those despairing 

of all hope find their lives' only true Hopeðall be-

cause of the power of God's unbreakable Word, 

taking root in their lives. 

God's Word is for you and for me. Make it yours; 

immerse yourself in its promises; cherish it; de-

fend it; support it; and cling tightly to the promise 

of the Heavenly Father's unbroken love, His eternal 

power, and His undiminished blessing through the 

cross of His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, 

teach us to stand on the prom-

ises of Your unbreakable Word. 

In Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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JUST HOW AMAZING IS GOD'S 
GRACE?... 
 
"And if by grace, then it cannot be based on 
works; if it were, grace would no longer be 

grace." (Romans 11:6 NIV) 
 
In 1971 Judy Collins reached number 15 on 
the billboard charts with this two-hundred 
year old song: 
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 

Was blind but now I see 
 
Everybody knows this songé..probably the 
most famous Christian hymn in history. Al-
most every church sings it from time to 
time. Almost every singer has sung it. I 
would guess YOU have sung it. How cool is 
the fact that this amazing song is as rele-
vant today as it was when it was first pub-
lished over two-hundred years ago? The 
reason for that, of course, is because God's 
amazing grace is just as relevant today as it 
was two-thousand years ago! 
 
Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
 
I suspect many of you have heard the "back
-story" on this hymn. But just in case you 
haven't I'll give you a "cliff notes" versioné. 
 
AMAZING GRACE was written by John New-
ton, a man who had a quite a fascinating 
life of adventureéfull of danger, toils and 
snares. He eventually became a seaman on 
an English slave-ship. During an incredibly 
violent storm at sea, Newton called out to 
God for mercy. The ship and his life were 
spared. Though he continued slave-trading 
for a few more years, he would look back to 
that moment as his Christian conversion. 
Ultimately Newton became an acclaimed 

preacher, prolific hymnist, and powerful anti
-slavery activist. 
 
Through many dangers toils and snares 

I have already come 
His grace has brought me safe thus far 

And grace will see me home 
 
So just what is "amazing" about God's 
grace? We have to start with just what IS 
grace. A familiar acronym is God's Riches At 
Christ Expense. Let's start with Romans 
3:23é."for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God". The key word here is 
"ALL". A simple three-letter word that states 
empirically that you, me, and all the rest of 
God's children are unquestionably SINNERS.   
 
We tend to put "sinners" into different cate-
goriesé.."really bad" sinners like murder-
ers, rapists, the truly wicked. Then we have 
"moderately-bad" sinners such as occasion-
al liars, or less-than-humble people. Most of 
us might put ourselves into: "I'm a pretty 
good person, not perfect, but not really 
evil". But if we have to compare ourselves 
to a holy God, our sinfulness is glaringly ev-
ident. 
 
The Apostle Paul, in this same letter to the 
Church in Rome, tells us the price of 
siné.."For the wages of sin is death". 
(Romans 6:23a) Clear and succincté.As sin-
ners we deserve death. Like McDonalds, we 
feel like we "deserve" a break today, we 
"deserve" a pardon. But justice says 
noé.we deserve eternal punishment.  
 
Now there is vague "theology" that tends to 
permeate our culture. It goes something 
like thisé"if I do more good things than bad 
I'll go to heaven". You see it in movies, lit-
erature, even some churches. The eight-
eenth-century hymn ROCK OF AGES speaks 
to this flawed concept. Stanza 2 singsé. 
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill 

Thy law's commands; 

Praise Notes 
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Could my zeal no respite know, could 

my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must 

save, and Thou alone. 
 

There is nothing we can do to work our way 
to heavené.nothing we can do to earn our 
salvation. The Bible is clear: "all our right-
eous acts are like filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6 
NIV). "For by grace you have saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast." (Ephesians 2:8,9). 
 
Bottom line...because of His amazing love, 
His infinite mercy, and His AMAZING 
GRACE, Jesus went to the cross to pay for 
OUR sins. He paid the price. Above I quoted 
Romans 3:23: "for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God". That's the bad 
news. St. Paul then follows with: "and are 
justified by His grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 
3:24). To paraphrase the old Stax recording 
artists, Sam & Dave: 
 
You didn't have to save me like you did 

But you did, but you did 
And I thank You 

 
Indeed God's grace is amazing. He didn't 
have to save usé.He's God!. A good way to 
put it in perspectiveé..JUSTICE-When you 
get what you deserve. MERCY-When you 
don't get what you deserve. GRACE-When 
you get what you don't deserve. 
 
Chris Tomlin is a an incredibly prolific con-
temporary hymnist. I love his version of 
AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)
é. 
 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace.  

 
John Newton's AMAZING GRACE has been a 

blessing for centuries now. The last verse of 
the most-famous-of hymns is my favorite. 
It's hard not to sing in joyous celebration!  
 
When we've been there ten thousand 
years, Bright shining as the sun, 

We've no less days to sing God's praise  
Than when we'd first begun. 

 
Thanks be to God for His awesome, amaz-
ing grace! 
 
"For sin shall no longer be your master, be-
cause you are not under the law, but under 

grace." (Romans 6:14 NIV) 
 
robby robinson 
Minister of Music 

Praise Notes...continued 
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Happy 2021 Everyone! 

Weôre all back to our routines and sched-

ules after an extra-long Christmas break. 

The children, teachers and families have re-

connected with one 

another and we are 

ready to see what God 

has in store for all of 

us!  

Even though there is 

so much happening in 

our lives right now, 

the children are a 

wonderful distraction 

from the outside world. We see a childôs ex-

citement when they write a letter in their 

name for the first time or their happiness 

when they get to paint or learn to pump on 

the swings all by themselves. Being able to 

witness the childrenôs achievements is a 

blessing to us and something we donôt take 

for granted.  

In their classrooms the children have been 

hearing the Bible stories of Noahôs Ark, Je-

sus Healing the Ten Lepers, and David and 

Goliath. All the questions and ideas they 

come up with are priceless! A few other 

things the children have been working on 

are printing letters, patterning, and still art. 

In fact, the Pre-K class spent part of their 

morning in the Biblical Garden or óGodôs 

Gardenô as the children call it. They drew 

trees, plants, statues or whatever else they 

saw in the garden. We 

are lucky to have such 

a beautiful, serene 

place in which the 

children can visit and 

learn.  

In Christ, 

Kerri Launer  

Our Schools 

Celebrating Lutheran Schools. 

Look for more information in the next Tidings! 

Thank you for your continued support! 


