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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away;  

behold, the new has come.                       

~2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

So, in last January’s letter I asked “will the 

2020s be the roaring 20s again?”  Wow. 

They’ve certainly begun with a roar and not a 

whimper, haven’t they? What a difference a 

year makes. And that difference is still un-

known; at least its ending is unknown. At least 

this year, 2021, we’re a little more prepared 

for unknowns. Or are we? Have we yet taken 

our Lord’s words to “Be prepared,” to heart 

yet? His coming could be today, after you fin-

ish reading this. Only He knows. If the past 9 

½ months have taught us anything it’s to ex-

pect change, day-to-day, sometimes moment-

to-moment. 
 

What will 2021 bring for us at Trinity? What 

will God challenge us with this year?  What 

might we do to serve others in our church, in 

our community, and in our world?  How can we 

help new mission efforts in 2021?  In 2020 we 

were given a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

connect with others around the world – and we 

have assisted thousands to grow in 

faith. Thanks be to God we were able to step 

up and meet that challenge. So, what’s next? 

Well, whatever it is, we have shown we’re up 

to the task. Oh, I know, for many, change and 

the unknown is difficult. However, God’s minis-

try is just that…CHANGE & DIFFICULTY.  Jesus 

doesn’t say “Take up that feather, that bed of 

roses and follow me,” does He? No. We take up 

our crosses. Jesus never says that being His 

disciple will be easy. 
 

With change, also comes some awesome chal-

lenges for our own growth and faith in Christ…

and for 2021, that is my prayer for the direction 

for this, His church – that we challenge our-

selves, change our hearts – and serve in a way 

we now have realized we could.   
 

It is in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the 

community of Trinity Lutheran Church, that we 

are able to stand resolute this year.  We are a 

congregation that is resolute about the mission 

and calling of Jesus Christ.  In 2021, through 

worship, prayer, acts of charity and justice to-

ward your neighbor, we shall stand resolute in 

the mission and calling that God has placed be-

fore us.   
 

The possibilities for the new year are endless – 

as we become a new creation and journey and 

experience together all God has in store for each 

of us.  God bless your 2021. 
 

In Him,  

Robert Lyon Barker, III  

Pastor 
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Worship Schedule 
 

 

Holy Communion offered  
9:00am 1st & 3rd Sundays Drive-by 

10:30am 2nd & 4th Sundays Garden 
 

January 3 
Epiphany Sunday 

Rev. Charles “Chuck” Pearson 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

 

January 10 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

 

January 17 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

January 24 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

January 31 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 

9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

Find Trinity on the Internet 

~ Past Sermons, Devotions, 

& Tidings ~ 
 
 

www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Simi 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 

Dennis Martin, 

Sr. 

 Worship, Celebrations & Memoriam 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

Jan. 3  Cathi Strickler 

Jan. 4 Noelle Clark  

Jan. 7 Debbie Darland 

Jan. 9 Elizabeth Costley, Presley Osendorf 

Jan. 11 John Strickler, Charles Shorts, Sandra Ricci 

Jan. 12 Jerry Romsa   

Jan. 13 Richard Lester 

Jan. 14 Dave Christensen, Hayden Langbehn 

Jan. 17 Brett Wilson 

Jan. 19 Millie Luthringer 

Jan. 21 Teresa Nelesen  

Jan. 22 Jonie Anderson, Catherine Barker,  

   Alexandra Boughan, Donna Escutia   

Jan. 24 Diane Janke 

Jan. 25 Marty Hansen 

Jan. 26 Anissa Vinciguerra 

Jan. 28 Barbara Grimes, Kalib Snodgrass 

Jan. 29 Robert Morganroth, Toni Reed 
 

  Anniversary 
 

Jan. 10 - Tom & Susan Baunsgard 17 years 

Jan. 12 - Richard & Patricia Caliandro 36 years 

Jan. 13 - Rick & Laura Rosas 31 years 

Jan. 21 - Arle & Judith Alsky 9 years 
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“God’s There” 
 

Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
by Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour 

Contributed by Rev. Aldon Albrecht 

Mark 12:42-44 (excerpts) - And a 

poor widow came and put in two 

small copper coins, which make a 

penny. And He called His disciples to 

Him and said to them ... "she out of 

her poverty has put in everything she 

had, all she had to live on." 

 
 

Sometimes I wonder about things the Bible 
felt no need to talk about.  
 
For example, I wonder if the Sanhedrin man-
aged to kill Lazarus even as they did Jesus. 
Another one of my wonderings is what hap-
pened to the widow who gave all she had? 
What happened to her? 
 

Some people would say she prospered and 
lived happily ever after. If you think that, I'm 
not going to argue. There are certainly a lot 
of people in the Bible whom God decided to 
bless because they were faithful. In spite of 
occasional slips and sins made by Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, God still took care 
of them. God has a wonderful track record of 
bestowing blessings upon His people. God 
gives to His people in abundance. How does 
He say it? Oh, I remember "good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running 
over" (see Luke 6:38). 
 

Still, I think it's dangerous to tell faithful 
Christians that they are going to have an 
easy life. 
 

Some of the most faithful Christians I know 
are brothers and sisters around the world 
who are persecuted by their governments. As 
a parish pastor, I've seen numerous commit-
ted Christians endure one tragedy after an-
other. Life isn't easy for them. No, I'd feel 
really uncomfortable making that kind of 
guarantee. 
 

Is that just my opinion? Not really. 
 

Jesus said, "If anyone would come after Me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me" (see Luke 9:23). Jesus 

promises a cross to His faithful people, and 
Paul shared some of those crosses when he 
wrote, "Three times I was beaten with rods. 
Once I was stoned. Three times I was ship-
wrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at 
sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from 
rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my 
own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in 
the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at 
sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and 
hardship, through many a sleepless night, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold 
and exposure" (see 2 Corinthians 11:20-29). 
 

No, being a Christian doesn't guarantee that 
you will live a life that is simple, safe, se-
cure, free from shadow, sadness, and sorrow. 
There's no guarantee for you or for the wid-
ow at the temple. 
 

We've come back to that widow, haven't we? 
Would you like to know the rest of her story -
- how things turned out for her? As I've al-
ready said, I can't supply the particulars, but 
there are some things I can say. I know that 
between the day when she put her mites into 
the temple's collection box and the day she 
breathed her last -- if she continued to trust 
her Lord -- I know the Lord never let her 
down. 
 

If her life was hard, He was there to help her. 
If she was sad, He was there for her to lean 
on. Then, when her story was over, when the 
last chapter of her life had been written and 
the book was closed, God took her right past 
death and brought her to an eternity of hap-
piness she could never have imagined: a 
place beyond her fondest dreams. 
 
 

THE PRAYER:  
Dear Lord, help me remember 
that when it's my time to go, 
You will be there. Until then, 
may each day be filled with 
trust that You love me and can 
bring me through all the world 
may throw at me. In Jesus' 
Name. Amen. 



 

 4 

 
TIME KEEPS ON SLIPPIN'... 
 

"For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope" (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

So here we are….after preparing for the Advent 
of the birth of our Savior… after a joyous birth-
day party for Emmanuel-God With Us…after cel-
ebrating the old and ringing in the new…..we 
actually find ourselves in the opening strains of 
the Year of our Lord TWO THOUSAND AND 
TWENTY-ONE! 
 

I'm excited, aren't you, ESPECIALLY after the 
bizarro year 2020!  
 

Time keeps on slipping', slippin',slippin' 
Into the future 

 

Those in the appropriate age bracket will recog-
nize these philosophic words from the Steve 
Miller Band. Of course we live in an age of Face-
book and Instagram, where people more than 
ever seem to be looking backward. I get caught 
up in that as well, and memories can be enjoya-
ble to retain. Of course not all memories are of 
the same ilk, as Barbra Streisand once testi-
fied…… 
 

Memories may be beautiful and yet 
So many memories too painful to  

remember 
The way we were 

 

I pray that 2020, though topsy-turvy, was a 
good year in YOUR life, and whatever hardships 
and obstacles you might have experienced are 
helpful in growing you as a child of God. The 
Bible makes it clear that we should…."rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope" (Romans 5:3-4). 
 

Horatio Spafford wrote a compelling 19th centu-
ry hymn after suffering immense tragedy. You 
may know the story….but in a nutshell: Spafford 
(kind of like Job) experienced financial ruin after 
the 1871 Chicago fire, then his four daughters 
drowned on a ship traveling to Europe. Spafford 
soon crossed the Atlantic to be with his grief-
stricken wife (who had survived the sinking). As 
his ship was passing near the site of the catas-
trophe, he was inspired to write these words….. 
 

When peace like a river  
attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot,  
Thou hast taught me to say 

"It is well, it is well with my soul" 
 

"Old Blue Eyes", Frank Sinatra, once sang: "IT 
WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR". Dear friend, I sin-
cerely hope that, for you, 2020 was indeed "a 
very good year" (even though it WAS SUPER-
WEIRD)! Many of our memories can become 
treasures, building blocks of our testimony; 
landmarks for us to clearly see evidence of 
God's grace in our life.  
 

But alas we can't live in the past! The old adage 
states: "Yesterday was history, tomorrow is a 
mystery, today is God's gift; that's why we call 
it the present". Each day that God grants is spe-
cial….something to cherish….something to not 
waste. They say the worst crime of all is "killing 
time". Cigar-smoking sage George Burns once 
stated: "I look to the future because that's 
where I'm going to spend the rest of my life." 
 

So we slip forward into a new year with new 
hope, new dreams, and new optimism. As 
Christians we have God's promise of grace, 
mercy, and love. We have God's guarantee of a 
blessed future, God's promise of eternal life in 
Glory. Might I say that when GOD makes a 
promise…..HE KEEPS IT! Maybe the greatest of 
God's promises is found in John 3:16! However, 
the Bible is full of reasons for an optimistic fu-
ture…..Romans 8:28, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 Pe-
ter 1:4 just for starters. 
 

As we travel into the uncharted territory of 
2021, let this old Irish hymn be our prayer…. 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
Naught be all else to me save  

that Thou art Thou my best thought by day 
or by night 

Waking or sleeping 
Thy presence  

my light 
 
"May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may 
abound in 
hope." (Romans 15:13) 
 
robby robinson 

Praise Notes 
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The children of Trini-

ty have been learn-

ing about what it 

means to be thank-

ful, it’s always re-

freshing to hear what 

the children tell us.  They say things like, they are thankful 

for their brother or sister, thankful for friends and teachers 

when they could say things like, toys, candy or movies; it 

makes me realize that, with the help and guidance of our 

teachers and parents, many young children truly do under-

stand what being thankful is!  

In our pre-k class, the teachers ask the children how to cook 

a turkey; it is definitely comical reading recipes that come 

from a four-year-old! One of the children said, “First you go 

to Kaiser and get the turkey” another said, “I don’t cook, it’s 

too dangerous” while others tell teachers that they go to the 

store and buy all the ‘stuff’ then they put everything in the 

oven.  It goes to show you that our children are always 

watching and listening to us, even if it is a little confusing 

sometimes.   

Even though everything is different this year, the calming 

joy of Christmas is upon us and no matter what happens in 

these uncertain times, as Christians, we are certain of the 

miracle of our Savior’s birth and His enduring love for us.   

We make every effort at preschool to convey to true spirit of 

Christmas to the children. You may see some evidence of 

Santa; you may hear reindeer songs but we emphasize the 

celebration of Christ’s birth to our children for HE is the rea-

son we celebrate Christmas.   

The staff and myself would like to thank you also for being 

supportive of the preschool, particularly this year. Our pre-

school is a wonderful supportive ministry of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. Even in these trying times, we are reaching and car-

ing for over 60 families each week through our program and 

it is truly special. 

Merry Christmas & Blessings, 

Kerri Launer 

 

But Jesus said, “Let the 

little children come to me 

and do not hinder them, 

for to such belongs the 

kingdom of heaven.”   

Matthew 19:14 

 

For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares 

the Lord, plans for wel-

fare and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a 

hope.  Jeremiah 29:11 

Our Schools 

A huge thank you to all of the volunteers 
from Trinity Lutheran Church who work 

at Luther's Attic.   
 

Your generous giving of your time has provid-
ed tremendous financial support to Good 

Shepherd Lutheran School over the years, and 
the income we are receiving from Luther's At-
tic has been so helpful during these difficult 

COVID times. 
 

Thanks also to all of the members who 
donate items to Luther's Attic.  Keep up 

the good work!! 
 

Christmas Blessings from Good Shepherd  
Lutheran School Staff and Families 
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STITCHIN’ for  

MISSIONS  
Can you sew? Can you tie a knot?  

This Ministry is for 

you! 
 

Now that you 

have a little ex-

tra time on your 

hands, call Cher-

yl to see where you can help from 

home. They are making face masks 

at home.   
 

Pre-COVID, met every 2nd & 4th Mon-

day afternoons between 11:00 am to 

4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. Call for info. 

Call Cheryl Freet (818) 894-1649 

 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR  

from LWML! 
 

 

And may it be a HEALTHY one for all the 
earth.  We are still in a dark tunnel but we 

can see light at the end.  Praise God!   
 

Troubles come our way in various forms. 
though we all prefer easy carefree days, 
that’s not always to be. God has his arm 

around us in good and less welcome times.   
 

How does He speak to you during this pan-
demic?  Psalm 46:10 is one of my favorite bi-

ble verses:   
“BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD.”   

 

To me this says stop your rushing 
around; stop your worries.  Calm your body 

and mind. I’m God.  I love you.  My arms are 
around you. I got this.  May you know that 
God is with you through this pandemic.  Be 

smart and trust in His faithfulness to all. 
 

 
THANK YOU to all who gave 

gift cards for Sarah’s 
House.  You made the Christmas merrier for 

the mothers who reside in the home. 
 

The NATIONAL MISSION GRANT for Janu-
ary 2021 is for the construction of a multipur-

pose building in Sri Lanka. The Lutheran 
Church has operated in Sri Lanka since the 

1920’s.  Over the years Lutherans there have 
suffered numerous tests and trials.  Our 

church body has four very active congrega-
tions and seven preaching sta-

tions.  There are three pastors for 11 congre-
gations.  The need to train pastors is evident 
by the interest in pre-seminary classes. For 
years there has been a need for a sanctuary 
for Immanuel Lutheran Church, central ad-

ministration offices, and permanent rooms for 
seminary classes for future pastors. This fa-
cility has been designed.  This LWML grant of 
$50,000 will assist in funding the construction 

of this much needed building. 
 

THANK YOU for your support of the LWML 
projects with you gift of MITES.   

The big purple mite box is on the drive-by  
table until it can move inside with us. 

Ministries and More 

All gifts went to Lutheran 

Border Concerns.   

Misc. boxes were health 

supplies, food, fabric, 

clothing. 
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Looking for Worship Assistants and  

Ushers to help with Worship! 
 

Would you like to honor God by serving in 

Church… but how? 
 

Think about serving on Sundays!  
 

Contact Jack Raupach for more  

information - cell (805) 405-5247 or 

email jwraupach@msn.com 

Ministering to the people of our  

Congregation: 
 

Do you know, you have someone who is 

always praying for you and your needs?   
 

Trinity has Lay Shepherds that are privately praying 

for you.  A Lay Shepherd is someone that Pastor has 

chosen to keep in touch with you and your needs. 

You can locate them by the Shepherd Crook on their 

lapel.  
 

If you do not know yours or wish to have one,  

please let Pastor Barker know.  
  

 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  

Galatians 6:2 

Sunday  
Sydney Leman 

805.526.3245 

markev@sbcglobal.net 

 

Wednesday PM  
Dale Ota 

805.526.0471  

dkota@hypercomp.net 

 

Thursday Morning  

Ladies  
Ruth Dietrich 

805.527.6039  

04redbrd@sbcglobal.net 

 

Friday  

 Linda LeBlanc 

805.341.4152  
lindyle@live.com 

Join a LIFE group Today!  

What is a LIFE group? It is a group who regu-

larly meets to study the Bible and be in fellow-

ship with each other. See below to join an 

existing group or start your own!       

Groups are pre-COVID; contact how and if they 

are meeting currently. 

Ministries & 

More... Ministries and More 

Biblical Garden - 10:30am 

Ushers 
Italicize = Communion Service 

 

Jan. 3  Dennis & Ginny McDonald,  

   Doris Ferrel 

Jan. 10 Linda LeBlanc, Jack Raupach, 

   Fred Vogt  

Jan. 17 David & Kristen Crisalli,  

   Jack Raupach 

Jan. 24 Doris Ferrel Herb Mann,  

  Challis Camomile 

Jan. 31 Kathie Nelson, Denise Anderson  
 

Worship Assistants 
Drive-through Communion 10:30-12  

 

Jan. 3 Jack & Lori Raupach 

Jan. 17 Jack & Lori Raupach 
 

Altar Guild 
Jan. 3/10   Challis Camomile, Holly Jump 

Jan. 17/24  Challis Camomile, Donna Miller 

 

Audio/Visual Team 
Kyle Chase and assistants; Josh Martinez, 

Evan Costley, Dustin Kjartanson 

 

Mowing Trustees 
 

Jan. 3 Richard Spencer & Bill Sack 

Jan. 10     Greg Clark & Victor Gomez 

Jan. 17 Ray & Adam Lucas 

Jan. 24   Dustin Kjartanson 

Jan. 31 Dennis Martin, Paul Langbehn 
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Trinity has various opportunities to be involved.   

Please prayerfully consider connecting with one or two today.  

Time & Talent  

Ministry  

Opportunities  

 
 

Worship Assistants/Ushers 
Worship: Scripture reading, com-

munion assistance. Usher: 

Greeters at door, assist with of-

fering collection. Contact Jack 

Raupach at 805-405-5247 or 

jwraupach@msn.com 
 

Altar Guild 
Weekday service: Changing Altar 

Paraments, candles and upkeep 

of Sacristy. Contact Challis Cam-

omile at 805-522-2650 or 805-

304-1546. 
 

Tabitha Committee 
Group of people committed to 

assist funerals here at Trinity 

with donations, of food and help, 

in their greatest time of need, 

when their loved one passes.  

Contact office to add your name 

to the email list:  

trinity@tlcsimi.com  
 

Trinity Music 
Singers for Praise band & Choir; 

hands for Bells.   

No experience necessary. 
 

Bible Study Leaders 
Start your own Bible study or 

join an existing one today.  
 

Audio & Visual Assistants 
Sundays and various special 

events. Training available,  

no experience needed.  

Biblical Garden 
Help keep our Biblical garden 

beautiful.  Weeding, planting and 

general upkeep.  
 

PADS 
Tues. evenings (Nov.-April) as-

sist  greeting and cooking dinner 

for our homeless community to 

partake.. 1-2 hour commitment. 

Contact Richard Spencer at 805-

624-2799. 
 

Weekend Yard Work 
Good at mowing, weeding and 

able to use power equip.?   

Saturday mornings.  
 

Table & Chair Set up 
Daily as needed for set up of 

chairs and table for our events. 
 

Social Media 
Update and maintain Trinity’s Fa-

cebook, Instagram and Twitter 

and other Social Media plat-

forms.  
 

Ministry Outreach 
Do you have a ministry that is on 

your heart?  Talk to Pastor about 

it and let’s get started.  
 

Stitch’n for Mission 
 2nd & 4th Tues. mornings @ 

Trinity: Stitch for a cause.  They 

have jobs for sewers and non-

sewers alike! Contact:  

Cheryl Freet 818-894-1649. 
 

LWML 
Lutheran Women’s Mission 

League: Assists the congregation 

with mission outreach by organ-

izing donations and guidance for 

various mission projects 

throughout the year. 

 

Sunday School Teachers 
Love the Lord and kids too?   

Have a heart to teach? 

Contact Pastor to help out.  

  

Simi Valley Street “Prayer” 
Our chance to “give back” to the 

Simi community.  Simi Valley 

Fair booth, where we pray, in-

stead of sell, all in the name of 

Jesus.  No strings attached! Con-

tact the office to add your name 

next year: trinity@tlcsimi.com. 
  

    Still have many others. 

Interested?  

Contact the name listed or 

the office for more infor-

mation on the ministries 

listed. 

Pre-COVID opportunities; 

contact for current needs. 

For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do 

not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one 

another.  

~Galatians 5:13 

Ministries and More 
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Trinity Book Club  
is now meeting the 

LAST  
Friday of the month. 
   

Take a look at the new 
books! Interested or 

want more information?  
Reach out to Ruth or 

Tracy.  
 

 
Ruth Dietrich  

(823-5544) 
Ruth-dietrich9@gmail.com) 

or  
Tracy Nelesen (587-4948) 
jtnelesen@sbcglobal.net).  

 
Meetings will continue 

to be online until further 
notice.   

Altar Guild Flower Orders 
Adorn our Altar each Sunday, to 

the glory of God, in honor or 

memory of someone special  or to 

commemorate a special occasion. 

Simply call Challis below or email 

the office. First come, first served 

and only bouquet available per 

Sunday. 
 

Flower arrangements $45.00  

(ordered from Maria’s Flowers)  

or a garden bouquet for $25.00. 
 

1) Call the office (until we are back to church) to see if 

the date is available. 

2) Please make checks payable to “Trinity Lutheran 

Church,” with “Altar Guild” on the memo line.   

3)   Mail your check to Trinity   

  God’s Joy to you!    

 Challis Camomile (805) 522-2650 (home) 

(805) 304-1546 (cell) 

Ministries and More 

Donuts, Coffee & Conversations  
COVID fellowship online meeting! Sundays at 10:15 

- 11am. Follow link on Friday’s Bulletin email. 

Join for a few minutes or the whole time.  

Zoom  

Fellowship 

mailto:jtnelesen@sbcglobal.net
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Sponsors 

 


