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Worship Schedule 
 

 

Holy Communion offered  
9:00am 1st & 3rd Sundays Drive-by 
10:30am 2nd & 4th Sundays Garden 

 

December 6 
Second Sunday in Advent 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

December 9 
Advent II 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
7:00pm - Online Worship 

 

December 13 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

December 16 
Advent III 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
7:00pm - Online Worship 

 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

December 24 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III 
7:00pm - Online Blended  

Candlelight Worship 
9:00pm - Online Traditional  

Candlelight Worship 
 

December 27 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Reverend Charles Pearson 
9:00am - Blended Online Worship 

10:30am - Biblical Garden Worship 
 

Find Trinity on the Internet 
Past Sermons, Devotions & Tidings 

 

ww.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com 
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My Dear, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. ~Isaiah 11:1  

 

It is Advent – a time to reflect, pray, and worship the Christ who came, who 

comes, and who will come again. Imagine the world some two thousand years 

ago in the weeks before the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem. People were busy 

doing whatever it was that defined their lives at that moment. For some, it was 

struggling against hunger, fear, and desperation. For others, it was enjoying their 

wealth and ease. For yet others, it was simply dealing with the pressures of their 

lives. But for all, the weeks we call “Advent” were just days and nights lived in 

darkness.  
 

And indeed, it is a dark world. God had created the world to live in union with 

Him. He had breathed life into the father of our race, Adam, a creature of dust. 

He had formed Eve from the side of Adam and had joined the two together and 

to Himself. How bright the world must have been as Eden lived in harmony with 

the Creator. But darkness came. Those created and loved by God rebelled against 

Him, bringing a darkness that permeated all creation. Death had entered through 

sin, and as the children of Adam filled the world, they took with them the dark-

ness of that dreadful day in Eden when sin and death entered the world. It was a 

world of darkness cut off from the source of all light, the Creator.  
 

Yet a light was breaking into the world. A young girl carried in her virgin womb 

a Son. This daughter of Eve was about to give birth to the One who would be the 

light of the world. This infant would reverse forever the horror of humanity’s fall 

into sin and death and darkness. This was the miracle of miracles: our human 

sister Mary became, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the mother of God, the 

bearer of the Savior of the world. No human eye could perceive it that night. All 

that could be seen was a child. Yet this child would forever destroy the darkness, 

for He brought life into death, and His light was to be the light of the world. Eve-

ry force of Satan would seek to put that light out. Herod would attempt to destroy 

Him by killing every male infant. Scribes and Pharisees would seek to silence 

Him as He spoke words of life. Failing to silence Him, they would seek to kill 

Him.  
 

Some thirty-three years after the first Christmas, the Babe of Bethlehem would 

be nailed to a cross. But this is what He had come to do. The Advent story, in-

cluding the culminating Christmas story, is about a baby who had been born to 

die – yet not just to die but to be placed in the utter darkness of a tomb and on 

Easter morning to burst forth from the tomb. When the child of Mary rose from 

the grave, the light that began at Bethlehem shone so brightly that no one can put 

it out.  
 

During our Advent worship on Wednesday evenings, we will gather in the name 

of Jesus and consider His great story anew. The Jesse Tree is filled with symbols 

telling the story of Jesus from creation to His second coming. The story of the 

Bible, Old and New Testaments alike, is the story of Jesus. He is the Seed of 

Jesse’s tree. He is the Root of Jesse’s tree. He is the Life of Jesse’s tree. And He 

is the First-fruit of Jesse’s tree.  
 

In Him, 

Robert Lyon Barker, III, Pastor 



 

 

 

The Vision 

Vision fulfilled. 

Our new  
Narthex 

and  
Audio / Visual 

Room 



 

 

Praise Notes... 

Dear Trinity Family… 
 

O What A Year This Has Been….unprecedented 
seems like such an understatement for a world that 
has changed so profoundly, so dramatically, so sud-
denly! Yet our Lord CHANGETH NOT…
HALLELUIA. Still here, holding our hand….still 
here, the Rock of our Salvation! Do you hear Him? 
Do you hear His Song? 
 

DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR?…. 
 

"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel (which 
means, God with us)." (Matthew 1:23) 
 

Listen…..Do you hear? 
 

I'm sure by now you've heard some strains of Christ-
mas music. It used to start around Thanksgiving, 
with Santa making his appearance at the Macy's Day 
parade. Of course, now we start hearing right after 
Halloween. I'm surprised Saint Nick is not a popular 
trick-or-treat costume! 
 

Once we get past the crass commercialization, I don't 
really don't have a problem with Christmas songs 
and celebration coming early. I kind of like it! The 
song of Jesus is something that should be played in 
ALL seasons, not just Christmas. He is definitely the 
REASON for the Season, but He is also the Reason 
we have hope, the Gift that keeps on giving! 
 

One of the popular "modern" Christmas songs 
(written in 1962, if you call that modern) is DO 
YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR? Recorded by dozens 
of artists, from Bing Crosby to Carrie Underwood, 
this song tells a powerful story with clever imagery 
and use of personification. It starts with the "night 
wind" asking the little lamb:  
 

Said the night wind to the little lamb,  
Do you see what I see? 

Way up in the sky little lamb,  
Do you see what I see? 

A star, a star, dancing in the night, 
With a tail as big as a kite 
With a tail as big as kite 

 

The night wind has seen a dancing star. A star that 

boogies in 
celebra-
tion of the 
birth of a 
Savior. A 
swinging 
star that 
was mys-
teriously 
created by 
that Sav-
ior child! "He determines the number of stars; He 
gives to all of them their names" (Psalm 147:4). The 
little lamb apparently sees the cosmic celebration, 
gets the message, then asks the shepherd boy…. 
 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy,  
Do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing through the sky shepherd boy,  
Do you hear what I hear? 

A song, a song high above the trees 
With a voice as big as the sea,  
With a voice as big as the sea 

 

Apparently the star is grooving to a song "ringing 
through the sky". A joyous song that announces the 
Christmas birth of the Savior to the nations. A song 
that is documented by Doctor Luke: "Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord". 
(Luke 2:10,11). The Bible goes on to describe the 
festive angels praising God and singing: "Glory to 
God in the highest, And on earth peace, good will 
toward men!" (Luke 2:14 NKJ). 
 

The shepherd boy hands the message to the top 
man….the king….. 
 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king,  
Do you know what I know? 

In your palace warm mighty king,  
Do you know what I know? 

A child, a child shivers in the cold 
Let us bring him silver and gold,  
Let us bring him silver and gold 

 

Does the mighty monarch in his warm, luxurious 
palace know? Does he realize that the King of kings 



 

Praise Notes...cont. 

is shivering in a cold manger? The Magi 
knew. They followed a wandering star to 
where the infant King lay: "When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. And going into the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped Him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh." (Matthew 
2:10,11) 
 
The king now knows, and decides it's time for 
a proclamation…. 
 

Said the king to the people everywhere,  
Listen to what I say 

Pray for peace people everywhere,  
Listen to what I say 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night 
He will bring us goodness and light 
He will bring us goodness and light 

 

The Savior Child absolutely brings us good-
ness and light, and a whole lot more! It took 
His perfect goodness to pay our sin debt, as 
we can never be good enough to get to Heav-
en on our own. Romans 3:23 doesn't mince 
words…."All have sinned and fall short the 
glory of God". Now that presents a major 
problem, God's perfect plan of salvation calls 
for a perfect sacrifice. This is where the good-
ness of the Messiah Child comes in: "No one 
is good except God alone" (Mark 10:18b). 
God's own Son will become the Lamb of God 
Who takes away the sins of the world! "For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). 
 

He will bring---us---goodness---and---light 
 

Along with the goodness He brings, our Christmas 
King brings us "light". "I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life" (John 8:12). With the Light of 
Jesus in our hearts we have multi-megawatts to shine 
through any darkness. His holy Light shines brighter 
than the sun and delivers eternal life! 
 

Listen…..do you hear? 
 

Do YOU hear the song of the Savior? Do you YOU 
know His Carol of Good News? Do YOU hear His 
Hymn of Salvation? The night wind knew…the danc-
ing star knew! Joseph knew…"She will bear a son, 
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). The little 
lamb knew…as did the shepherd boy and mighty king. 
How about YOU? 
 

"I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
people" (Luke 2:10) 
 
robby robinson 



 

Witness for The Lord 

 

“On His Shoulder” 
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

by Dr. Kari Vo 
Isaiah 9:6 - For to us a Child is born, to us a 
Son is given; and the government shall be upon 
His shoulder, and His Name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
This is a really odd image. Isaiah starts out by paint-
ing a picture of a newborn baby boy, and then ab-
ruptly says, "the government shall be upon His 
shoulder ..." In my mind's eye, I see a little baby 
hoisting a great big heavy load on that tiny little 
shoulder of His—how exactly does that work?  
 
But it does work, because that baby is more than just 
a baby—it's God Himself, the Mighty God who car-
ries all things. And what government is Isaiah talk-
ing about? —why, the government of everything, of 
course. The universe. Our world. My life. Yours. He 
governs all of it. 

All of it is on His shoulder—because a cross was 
once on that shoulder, a cross He carried for our 
sakes all the way to Calvary. He carried that heavy 
load because He loved us—the burden of all of our 
sins and evil and wickedness, everything we ever did 
or will do. No one else could carry that load. It 
would squash them flat. 
 
But Jesus carried it, because you are His. He loves 
you, He delights in you, and He has made you His 
own. And today He carries the government of all 
things—the management of everything in your life—
because He loves you. You are never out of His 
hands. 

 
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank 
You for carrying the government of every 
detail of my life. Help me to trust in You, 
especially when I am afraid or sad. Amen.   

LISTEN TO LUTHER 
THE WISE MEN 

“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11 

If we Christians would join the Wise Men, we must close our eyes to all that glitters before the 
world and look rather on the despised and foolish things, help the poor, comfort the despised, and 
aid the neighbor in need… 

Let us…not be offended in the mean estate of our neighbor, but rather see Christ in him, since the 
Kingdom of Christ is to be found among the lowly and the despised in persecution, misery, and 

the holy cross. Those who seek Christ anywhere else find him not. The Wise Men discovered him not at Herod’s court, 
not with the high priests, not in the great city Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem, in the stable, with lowly folk, with Mary and 
Joseph. In a word, they found him where one would have least expected. 

“They presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” … We can present our gifts in the same way, as the 
Lord says: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” He who 
gives of his goods to help the poor, to send children to school, to educate them in God’s Word and other arts that we 
may have good ministers – he is giving to the Baby Jesus. He was not only born poor and needy but also, on account of 
Herod, had at once to flee the country. On the journey into Egypt the presents of the Wise Men must have come in very 
handy. So in our day we should not forget those who are suffering persecution. 

(from The Martin Luther Christmas Book, by Roland H. Bainton) 



 

Our Schools - Good Shepherd Lutheran School 

        Trinity Preschool 

The children of Trinity have been learning 
about what it means to be thankful, it’s al-
ways refreshing to hear what the children tell 
us.  They say things like, they are thankful 
for their brother or sister, thankful for friends 
and teachers when they could say things like, 

toys, candy or movies; it makes me real-
ize that, with the help and guidance of 
our teachers and parents, many young 
children truly do understand what being 
thankful is!  
 
In our pre-k class, the teachers ask the 
children how to cook a turkey; it is defi-
nitely comical reading recipes that come 
from a four-year-old! One of the children 
said, “First you go to Kaiser and get the 
turkey” another said, “I don’t cook, it’s too dangerous” while 
others tell teachers that they go to the store and buy all the 
‘stuff’ then they put everything in the oven.  It goes to show 
you that our children are always watching and listening to us, 
even if it is a little confusing sometimes.   

Even though everything is different this year, the calming joy 
of Christmas is upon us and no matter what happens in these 
uncertain times, as Christians, we are certain of the miracle of 
our Savior’s birth and His enduring love for us.   
 
We make every effort at preschool to convey to true spirit of 

Christmas to the children. You may see 
some evidence of Santa; you may hear rein-
deer songs but we emphasize the celebration 
of Christ’s birth to our children for HE is the 
reason we celebrate Christmas.   
 
The staff and myself would like to thank you 
also for being supportive of the preschool, 
particularly this year. Our preschool is a 
wonderful supportive ministry of Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Even in these trying times, 

we are reaching and caring for over 60 families each week 
through our program and it is truly special. 
 
Merry Christmas & Blessings, 
Kerri Launer 

 
 
 

 

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School is 
providing you the 

opportunity to 
invest in the  

academic and 
spiritual future of 
specific students 

at our school.   
  

We have many fami-
lies who do not have 

the financial  
resources for their 
children to attend 

GSLS and be able to 
hear the Word of God 

on a daily basis.   
 

If you are in a posi-
tion to donate, please 
fill out and return to 

GSLS or office. 
 

What a wonderful gift 
this Christmas: 

Christian Education, 
the gift that keeps on 

giving. 



 

For where two or three are gathered  
in my name, there I am with them. 

~Matthew 18:20 
Ministries & More... 

December brings  
joyous thoughts of the 
birth of our Savior, Je-

sus.   
 

 

It is usually a time of being with 
family and friends in  

celebration. Christmas 2020 will 
be a time of tweaking our former 

way of being together.   
 

Whatever our condition, we shall marvel at 
God’s wondrous love for us.  It is Christmas!  

Jesus is the gift! Celebrate! 
 

LWML had preliminary plans for a CHRISTMAS PARTY at 
church.  Perhaps Zoom? The garden? 

No party? Any developments will be in the bulletin. 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated a packed box, items for a 
box, or shipping funds for OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD.  Four members of LWML from Trinity helped as-
semble boxes at First Lutheran, Burbank, on November 

14.  Can you believe we packed 518 boxes!  Prayers for those 
who gave and those children who will receive the gifts. 

 

As of 11-10-2020 the Pacific Southwest District WOMEN’S 
RETREAT is still scheduled for February 19-21.  There is a 

change of speakers.  Stella Yau Lok will 
speak on the original theme - Women In 

Mission. 
 

Six MISSION GRANTS of the 
PSDLWML have been paid in the 

amount of $45,444.  There are 17 grants 
in all to be funded by the end of 

2022.  Mites are mighty. 
 

The MISSION GRANT featured for December for LWML 
NATIONAL is “Christ For You Anytime, Anywhere - KFUO 
Radio.  KFUO is the longest operating Christian radio station 

in the US broadcasting the word of God since 1924. it is 
owned and operated by the Lutheran Church - Missouri Syn-
od. It is funded by listeners. The radio reaches the military, 

nursing homes, prisons, schools - anyplace, any-
where. Programs go out over the internet all over the 

world.  People of all kinds in all kinds of places can hear the 
word of God through speakers, bible studies, music, and other 
forms.  With growing technology , it is vital that KFUO stay 

up-to-date with the latest advancements. The grant is for 
$60,000. 

 

Remember to drop off your MITES in the big box on the table 
at drive-by communion.  Thank you for supporting the district 

and national mission projects. 
 

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS everyone where ever you 
may be this interesting time, December 2020. 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

Trinity, thank you for your support in spreading the Love of Jesus to     

underprivileged children all over the world.  Cheryl Freet, thank you for 

your loving commitment and dedication with OCC and to organize and 

direct this wonderful ministry at First Lutheran Burbank.   

                It is an honor for Trinity Lutheran to be a part.  
 

 Even though it looked a little different this year, the feeling is the same. 

Spreading the  

Love of Jesus!  
 

Packing day with LWML led to 518 boxes packed!  

Subsequently, all donations received by the both Trinity 

and First Lutheran of Burbank, there were additional 

boxes packed…for a grand total of 550!  

Praise be to God and for the generous donations.   



 

Ministries & More... 

 

 

An outreach of Trinity is  
SARAH’S HOUSE.   

LWML is heading the collection of gifts for 
the mothers who live there  

with their children.   
 

Gift cards to Target, Walmart, Ross etc. are 
suggested. Be sure the value of the card is 
indicated. Drop off your gift  in the church 

office or at the drive-by 
table on communion  

Sundays.  
 

The last day of collection  
is Monday, December 21.  

 

Thank you in advance for spreading the  
Joy of Christmas.  

Christmas Giving Opportunities 
2020 is coming to a close and with it, a great opportunity to show our community 

the Love of God as we continue to support the many charities we help. 

Casa Pacifica “promotes healthy outcomes and 
strengthen families” in the Ventura County ar-
ea.  They strive to “restore hope, enhances re-
silience and strengthen community connections 
for children, young adults and families at the 

most challenging times of their lives”.   
 

Trinity is supporting Casa Pacifica in a different way this year.   
 

Gift cards are being collected & welcomed from local stores or Amazon by Dec. 14th.   
Drop off at GSLS or the office.  



 

Ministries & More... 

Trinity Lutheran Preschool and  

Good Shepherd Lutheran School  

Appreciate Pastor Barker!  

From the Secretary 
What a year this has been!  Certainly one for the books.   

As I look back to reflect on what has transpired throughout the year, and 
look forward to the future, I am comforted with one thought,  

Jesus is King, yesterday, today and tomorrow!  
 

Announcements: 
 

 Trinity Tidings: Due to a change in our printing company/procedures.  
The Tidings will now be sent out via email, as we currently send the 
weekly bulletins. Be sure we have your updated email address. The 
Tidings will continue to be on our website as well. 

 Tithing Envelopes: If you wish to continue to receive printed Tithing 
envelopes and have not already let us know, please call or email the 
church. Envelopes will be placed into your mailbox in the Parish Hall 
for pick up on Dec. 13th. If you wish to have it mailed, please call the 
office.  

 Vacation Week: I am looking for a fill-in Secretary for Dec. 28, 29, 30 
& 31 as I will be on vacation.  Hours 8-1pm. If you are interested, 
please contact the office.  Thank you! 

Thank you 
from Pastor Barker 

 
To you all who sent cards and letters, 
emails and texts, prayers and bless-

ings my way last month after my fall 
and subsequent surgery, a heart full 

of thanks! 
 

I know that my surgery and the be-
ginning of my recovery would not 

have gone as smoothly and almost as 
painlessly without your outpouring 

of love and appreciation. 
 

I am blessed by you. 
 

Thank you and God bless you. 



 

STITCHIN’ for MISSIONS  
Can you sew? Can you tie a knot?  

This Ministry is for you! 
 

Now that you have a little extra time on 
your hands, call Cheryl to see where you can help from 

home. They are making face masks at home.   
 

Usually the group meets every 2nd & 4th Monday afternoons 
between 11:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 

Call Cheryl Freet (818) 894-1649 for more information.  

Altar Guild Flower Orders 
 

Altar flowers can be placed to the glory of God 
and the beauty of His house in honor or memory 

of someone special by calling or emailing the 
office. 

 
 

Flower arrangements $45.00 (ordered from Maria’s Flowers)  
or a garden bouquet for $25.00. 

 

1) Call the office (until we are back to church) to see if the 
date is available. 

2) Please make checks payable to “Trinity Lutheran 
Church,” with “Altar Guild” on the memo line.   

3)   Mail your check to Trinity   
 

  God’s Joy to you!    
 Challis Camomile (805) 522-2650 (home) 

(805) 304-1546 (cell) 

Ministries & More... 

10% discount for Trinity members! 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Birthdays 

 

12-4  Sean Miller, Leah McCarter 
12-5  Katherine Giegoldt, Peggy Reid  
12-6  Cody Turley 
12-7  Arlo Malwitz, Alexa Newbill 
12-12 Kerri Launer 
12-14 Jack Raupach   
12-15 Jennifer Towe 
12-16 Wendy Zumbahlen 
12-17 Alex Martin 
12-18 Ray Snodgrass, Judi Earle 
12-20 Jane Otte 
12-21 Mary Bodel  
12-22 Arle Alsky 
12-26 Kristy Bui, Neil Leman 
12-28 Jacob LeBlanc, Herb Mann,  
  Deborrah Cundiff 
12-31 Richard Caliandro, Bruce Giegoldt,  
  Roxann Santos 
 

  Anniversary 
 

12-12 Jerry & Karen Switzler 61 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Altar Guild 
 

  12-6   Challis Camomile 
    12-13   Challis Camomile 
    12-20   Challis Camomile  
         Annemarie Strote 
  12-27    Challis Camomile  
         Annemarie Strote 

 
 

Mowing Trustees  
 

 

 12-5 Richard Spencer & Bill Sack 
 12-12 Greg Clark & Victor Gomez 
 12-19 Ray & Adam Lucas 
 12-26      Dustin Kjartanson 
 



 

Trinity Lutheran Church        

 2949 Alamo Street          

 Simi Valley  CA  93063        

  

                   

Phone: 805-526-2429 

Email: trinity@tlcsimi.com              RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Website: trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com  

  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Online Worship Services 

Sundays: 9am Blended Online Worship  

Sunday School - Pre K - Sr. High - Online Children’s Message 

Mondays: 7pm Online Jam’n Java 

Pastor: Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III - barker@tlcsimi.com 

Chairman of the Congregation: Dennis Martin - dmartin@tlcsimi.com 

Good Shepherd Admissions Counselor: Linda Radtke - lradtke@gsls-simi.com 

Trinity Preschool Director: Kerri Launer - klauner@tlcsimi.com 

Church Secretary: Shannon Langbehn - trinity@tlcsimi.com 


