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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
Be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the
law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you
go. ~Joshua 1:7
Sunday, 15 March, was our last in-person service. I remember that morning declaring that “We will stay open no matter what.” Yeah, I know.
Best laid plans and all that. As I’ve often said, I learned pretty quickly to
not make a plan, I always had to change it or cancel it. The only certainty
during this pandemic time has been uncertainty. However, almost immediately we regarded this unknown time not as a set-back but as a gauntlet
thrown. We embraced our reaching Up, In and Out as an opportunity to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a new, exciting and transformational
way.
Yes, there were fits and starts, but with our eyes and minds firmly planted
on the Great Commission and in giving our very best to the Lord, He has
blessed us over and over and over. Thousands and thousands of people
continue to view our Sunday worship online. The comments I’ve received
from people around our nation and world who drifted away from their
faith or who have discovered it altogether by worshipping with us, continue to overwhelm and humble me. The use of Facebook and YouTube and
Zoom have enabled us to stay connected with fellowship, Bible Study,
and even committee and congregational meetings. Our offerings have
barely been affected, our schools have reopened, and the renovation of the
sanctuary and Parish Hall has proceeded in a remarkable way. The only
thing we haven’t been able to do is get back together on Sunday mornings.
That will change Sunday morning, October 18th, with the addition of a
second service in the Biblical Garden.
It will be a simple service, with Word and Sacrament, every Sunday at
10:30am, weather permitting; until we can again resume indoor worship.
Our gifted Andrea Hammond will play the violin, so that some form of
our incredible music ministry will be part of the worship. Our 9am
online service will not change. This is an opportunity on Sunday mornings to share in worship with your brothers and sisters together. Wear
your masks, be prepared to be social-distanced, and please do not come if
you’re not feeling well. There will be a reservation system set up again as
there will be limited seating available.
I will be speaking more about this service addition during upcoming Sunday morning worship. Stay tuned. Until then, continue to be strong and
very courageous…and we will have good success wherever [we] go.
In Him,
Robert Lyon Barker, III, Pastor

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship
9:00 am Online Blended
Worship Service
Drive-by Communion 1st & 3rd
Sundays of the month
trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com

Worship, Bible Study &
Fireside Fellowship

www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com
Trinity Lutheran
Church
Trinity Lutheran Church Simi

Wed. Bible
Study @ 10am

October 4

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00am - Blended Online Worship

October 11

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00am - Blended Online Worship

October 18

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00am - Blended Online Worship
10:30am Worship Biblical Garden

October 25

Reformation Sunday
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00am - Blended Online Worship
10:30am Worship Biblical Garden

Above - Everything progressing as planned!
Right - The view of the newly tiled, painted overflow area and Parish
Hall.

Above A/V area & Narthex getting
a facelift too!

Praise Notes...
To My Trinity Brothers & Sisters…
I’m gonna look back to an article talking about
JAM'N JAVA back in 2015. In this bizzarro pandemic world we find ourselves, JAM'N JAVA has
moved to Facebook Live! just as our Sunday service
has! My prayer is that “soon and very soon” we can
congregate again!

ven to the Beatles, Bach to Bo Didley, Martin Luther to Muddy Waters, Charles Wesley to Charlie
Parker. You might hear pop, rock, jazz, blues, R&B,
gospel, hymns, even classical. Each Monday night
is a new adventure, as we never know who might
show up from the rich southern Cal musical landscape. But at the end of the day, JAM'N JAVA is a
"Christ-centered" evening of fun fun fun.

btw you can watch JAM'N JAVA LIVESTREAM! One of the central themes to each JAM'N JAVA is
every Monday evening at 7pm PST. Just follow the Joy of Jesus. With Jesus in our hearts we have
the perfect reason to celebrate. Our JnJ repertoire
these web addresses!
includes the brilliant hymn Joyful Joyful We Adore
https://www.facebook.com/jamnjava/
Thee. Henry van Dyke wrote the lyrics to Beethoven's famous Ode To Joy melody from his Ninth
https://www.youtube.com/jamnjava
Symphony. The fourth verse gives us a taste of the
motivation for JAM'N JAVA…
https://jamnjava.com
Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
which the morning stars began
JUMP, JIVE & JAM….
God's own love is reigning o're us,
joining people hand in hand
"The LORD will save me, and we will play my music
Ever singing, march we onward,
on stringed instruments all the days of our lives, at
victors in the midst of strife
the house of the LORD" (Isaiah 38:20)
Joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life
Many of you know that we took the summer off
from JAM'N JAVA due to my bout of stair clumsi- "Spontaneous" is a word that comes to mind to deness. But God is good and I'm happy to report that scribe JAM'N JAVA. We often include impromptu
the healing process is moving along. I'm also prayers and devotions as accompaniment to the muchomping at the bit to get back behind the Mighty sic improvisation. Basically we "go with the flow"
Hammond Organ and jam, jive, and jump back into and let the Spirit lead.
our Monday night ministry….JAM'N JAVA! So
cue the trumpet fanfare…..
I have often said that PRAYER can be like
JAZZ….here's what I mean. Sometimes, the best
JAM'N JAVA starts back MONDAY October 5.
prayers are the ones that come spontaneously, improvised on the spot from your heart to the heart of
So, you ask, just what is this JAM'N JAVA? It's a God. Similarly, the best jazz is music that is created
little hard to describe, but let me try.
on the spot, from the heart…..ESPECIALLY when
it is inspired by the Creator of the World!. I realize
JAM'N JAVA is a basically a night of music, pray- that we can have powerful, scripted prayers just as
er, and fellowship in a "coffee-house" setting… a we have profoundly composed & notated music.
"jam session" where a diverse array of musicians But the extemporaneous nature of jazz can often
and singers come together with no rehearsal. We create incredible music as it is ad-libbed "in the mocover an exceptionally-wide spectrum of styles; on ment". Anyway it is impossible to script every one
any given night you might hear music from Beetho- of our prayers, especially if we follow the Apostle

Praise Notes...cont.
The LORD will save me,
and we will play my music
on stringed instruments
all the days of our lives,
at the house of the LORD
Isaiah 38:20

Paul"s admonition to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thes- "He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to
salonians 5:17)
our God; Many will see and fear and put their trust in
the LORD" (Psalm 40:3)
Have you ever run across people that don't want to
come to Church because it's "just not for them"? May- robby robinson
be too stuffy, maybe too boring, maybe too___? Invite Minister of Music
them to JAM'N JAVA some Monday evening. It
might be just the connection they need to "get back to
Church". JAM'N JAVA is not your Grandfather's
ministry. Well it IS your FATHER'S ministry. Well
you get the point….this is "out of the box" ministry
that has the appeal of great music, entertainment, as
well as displaying that Christians can enjoy themselves.
Our amazing God blesses us with this wonderfullymysterious treasure called "music". On Monday nights
we get to explore the fantastic force that Martin Luther calls "a gift and grace of God". Martin actually
had a lot to say about music. One of his more colorful
quotes is: "A person who…does not regard music as a
marvelous creation of God, must be a clodhopper indeed and does not deserve to be called a human being: he should be permitted to hear nothing but the
braying of asses and the grunting of hogs." I leave it
to Brother Martin!
We are in the TRINITY COFFEE-HOUSE most Mondays from 7pm to 9pm. There is never an admission
fee. Coffee & snacks are served in a casual, come-asyou are atmosphere. For current schedule info, and to
get on the email list, contact me at JamnJava2013@aol.com. The JnJ Facebook page is simply
JAM'N JAVA. Won't you come and join us some
evening?

Our Schools - Good Shepherd Lutheran School
Trinity Preschool

Back to School!
We are excited to announce both
the Ventura County Department
of Public Health and the California Department of Public Health have approved
our reopening plan and have granted GSLS a
waiver for grades K – 5 to return to on-campus
learning!
As we continue to be “ahead of the curve,” preparations are
progressing deliberately and with a cautious eye for our reopening. Using the county’s guidelines, we are solidifying
the new daily procedures for on-campus instruction to ensure safety for the faculty, staff and students.
Our first day back will be Wednesday, September 30!
With our return comes a lot of new procedures – one of
which is cleaning and disinfecting throughout the day.
Good Shepherd Lutheran School and Trinity Lutheran Preschool are requesting paper towel donations during the
school year as this will be a much needed item and a large
expense for both schools. Donations can be dropped off in
the school or church office.

Thank you!

Trinity Preschool
Happenings…

and then a graph to find out which apple is
the class favorite; a great visual for a math
activity. They even make their own applesauce in class which is not just yummy
but a great science activity as well.
Due to Covid regulations our class sizes
still remain low however in October, we can
add two more children in the three-year-old
and four-year-old classes which, will bring
their totals
up
to
twelve per day. Our infant
and toddler room is thriving
and effective October it will
be full, as we are adding two
more infants.

September brings the preschool many opportunities for
learning about God’s love for
us. The children have been hearing stories like,
“We’re Different, We’re the
Same”
which
leads to discussion on how God made us
unique and to be loving, kind
and caring towards one another.
Something that’s always fun in
What a blessing!
September is to discover all
kind of things about, apples! In His Service
The children do taste testing Kerri Launer

Ministries & More...

Train up a child in the way he should go; even
when he is old he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Good Shepherd Lutheran School is providing you the opportunity to invest in
the academic and spiritual future of specific students at our school.
We have many families who do not have the financial resources for their children to attend
GSLS and be able to hear the Word of God on a daily basis.
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom
of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not
enter it.” ~Mark 10:13-15
We are requesting Trinity Members and their families to sponsor a GSLS student and
fulfill our Lord’s Word to bring the children to Him!
God Bless You!

Please complete form and cut out on the dotted line.
Mail directly to Good Shepherd Lutheran School at 2949 Alamo St., Simi Valley, CA 93063 or drop by the church office and
put into the mail slot or mailbox after hours.

Ministries & More...
STITCHIN’ for MISSIONS

THE ART WITHIN
“We work together with God, and we beg you to make good use
of God’s kindness to you” (2 Cor. 6:1 CEV).
Goethe, we are told, had the notion that “a life should resemble
a work of art.”
The Christian sees not just all of life but every individual life as
a potential work of art. We are participating with God ( working together with God ) to fashion from raw materials something of enduring beauty. We are writing a small story with
our lives, part of a larger story whose plot line we know in the
sketchiest of details.
(Grace Notes by Philip Yancey, p. 304)

Can you sew? Can you tie a knot?
This Ministry is for you!
Now that you have a little extra time
on your hands, call Cheryl to see
where you can help from home. They
are making face masks at home.
Usually the group meets every 2nd &
4th Monday afternoons between
11:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
Call Cheryl Freet (818) 894-1649
for more information.
Baby quilts for sale too.

~ Hats (baseball, knit,
visors)

~ Balls of all kinds

It’s Operation Christmas Child
shoebox event time again.
We are partnering with STITCHIN’ FOR
MISSIONS and First Lutheran Burbank to
collect & assemble shoeboxes.
(If you are on Facebook, please check there for updates and
shopping suggestions on our Stitchin’ for Missions page.)

Please bring them along when you come
to drive-by communion in October.
List of the items we are
collecting for Boys & Girls ages 10-14:

~ Toothbrushes
~ Soap
~ Washcloths
~ Nail clippers
~ Combs
~ Emery boards
~ Dental floss
~ Bandaids

(soccer, basketball, hand,
can be deflated)
~ Gloves (garden, work,
cold)
~ Hair accessories (hair bands, clips etc)
~ Tools (stubby hammer, screwdrivers, measuring tape, pliers,
nails, screws)
~ T-shirts (all colors size youth, large, adult small, medium)

~ Toys of all kinds for children 10-14 years old
~ Dresses
~ Purses
NO LIQUIDS, GLASS,
CAMOUFLAGE/
~ Flashlights with batteries
WEAPONS,
FOOD/GUM
~ Marbles
~ Stuffed animals
~ Flip flops ~ Socks ~ Jump ropes
Can’t get out to shop ~ Use your imagination as to what
but still want to help?
children ages 10-14 would like.
They need donations for
shipping costs.
Suggested Donation
$9 per box
Checks written to
Samaritan’s Purse.
Drop off in office or on
Sunday’s as well.

Ministries & More...
Though we are not gathering, we still remember the LWML local, district, and international needs. We pray for funds to complete the
grants. Especially we pray for God’s children in many places around the world who are
the recipients of the grants.

LWML MISSION GRANTS
INTERNATIONAL 2019 -2021 .
The mite mission goal for the biennium is
$2,100,00 with $1,418,968 received as of August
31, 2020. Again, thank God for those who open
their hearts to people in need.

The featured international mission grant for
October is Pre-and Post-Seminary Training for Local
Church Workers. The Mission Training Center, Africa, will
provide training for evangelists and lay leaders. In many recompleted as of 09/04/2020 are:
mote villages across East Africa young congregations often
Patient Care Assessments - Alternative Medical Clinic,
gather together under trees for worship or under makeshift
Encinitas, CA;
structures
of sticks and tarps. Most often the worship services
SUBMERJ: Saving Unborn Babies, Reach Out To Jesus,
are
lead
by
evangelists. The Mission Training Center provides
Downey, CA
training
for
lay leaders and evangelists so they can lead worLittle Lambs Tuition Scholarships, Christ Lutheran, Boulship.
Some
of the evangelists have the opportunity to attend
der City, NV
seminary
and
become ordained. The Lutheran Church MisReaching Preschool Families with the Gospel, Concordia
souri
Synod
Africa Mission Training Center grant is for
Lutheran, Chula Vista, CA
$62,650.
An Equine Endowment/Saddles of Joy Inc., Yuma, AZ
The LWML District Women’s Retreat is
Mites totaling nearly $45,000 have
February 19 -21, 2021 in Las Vegas.
been given to fund these five district causes. Twelve grants remain to
The LWML International Convention is
be fulfilled by the end of 2022.
June 24 -27, 2021, in Lexington, KY.
LWML MISSION GRANTS for the
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 2020-2022







Thanks to God for all generous givers.

Book Club is now
meeting the LAST Friday of the month, instead of the 4th Friday.
Some months there
won’t be any change, as
the fourth Friday is the
last Friday.
How we will meet will
be communicated to
the members monthly.
If you would like to
receive monthly updates,
please contact either
Ruth Dietrich (823-5544;
ruthdietrich9@gmail.com)
or
Tracy Nelesen (587-4948;
jtnelesen@sbcglobal.net).
See right, for the books
and hostesses that the
group decided on at our
August gathering.

More information about the retreat and the convention will be
available later. Will they be happening?

Witness for The Lord

“Getting out of Our Way”
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
by Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour
2 Timothy 1:12b - But I am not ashamed, for I
know whom I have believed, and I am convinced
that He is able to guard until that Day what has
been entrusted to me.

trust? Their answer -- every person's answer -- is important because the eternal consequences are too
overwhelming if a person puts his confidence in the
wrong person or thing.

Shortly after the communists came to power in Russia, a writer from England visited that country.
The writer asked a very old man, "Tell me, how does
living in the communist system differ from life under
the tsar?"

In answer to all these questions, a voice -- St. Paul's
voice -- responds: "But I am not ashamed, for I know
whom I have believed, and I am convinced that He is
able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted
to me."

The old man replied, "Before communism came, we
used to invite our priest out to the farm to offer a
springtime blessing upon the land. But we no longer
have to call for the priest or his blessing. We have
tractors now."

You know, in our day and age, many people take
great pride in their disbelief, distrust, and doubt.
They work hard at not believing in anybody or anything. That's because just about every time they put
their trust out there, they have been let down.

That old man is not alone in his feelings. In many
places, our age has seen fertilizer replace faith, potent
drugs push aside prayer, leaders leverage out the
Lord, and the Savior is swapped for sociologists, psychologists, psychiatrists, and psychotherapists.

In contrast to such pessimism, we have the positive
attitude of St. Paul who is confident in his confession: "I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed."

Which leads us to ask, whom do you trust? In what do * Paul believed in the risen Redeemer, who promised
to listen to those who come to Him.
you believe?
Be careful how you answer.

* He trusted in the Christ, who had disposed of our
I wonder if unbelievers can still believe in technology sins with His death and resurrection.
when their car sits in the driveway and grinds away
* Paul is confident in the Christ, who had promised to
without turning over, or when the lights flicker and
go out, or when the sump pump stops pumping in the be with Him always.
middle of a downpour?
Paul was proud to boast about Jesus because he had
Will they continue to trust the drugs when the doctor seen how Jesus was with him during storm and shipwreck, through pain and persecution. He trusted Jesays, "What you have has become immune to our
sus, and Jesus never let him down.
medicines"?
In what will they believe? Of what are they absolutely sure?
Can they be positive their job is going to be there a
year from now? Are they confident their savings account will maintain its value and the investments
they've made will be profitable? In whom can they

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, this world is
searching for someone or something in
whom it can believe. Send Your Holy
Spirit and grant that the world may look to
the Redeemer for direction, forgiveness,
and salvation. This I ask in Jesus' Name.
Amen.

In Memoriam
Bob Keifer

Birthdays
10-2
10-3
10-4
10-5
10-6
10-7
10-8
10-10
10-11
10-12
10-13
10-14
10-15
10-16
10-18
10-19
10-20
10-23
10-25
10-26
10-27
10-28
10-29
10-30
10-31

Phil Berg
Lukas Wilmot
Vivien Bond
Mike Doil
Billie Lindgren
Kristin Best, Julia Bagnall
Kent Keith
Zach Goebel
Gary Ingemunson, Dylan Kaufman
Kelsey Clark, Joseph Brown
Juliette Clark, Charmaigne Hanna-Baker
Evan McKaig, Maria Johnson
Joe Coco
Kimberly Andrews, Jimmy Camomile
Shelly Keith
Jeffrey Purpus
Evan Costley, Terri Zahnow
Melissa Youngern, Kris Kraves
Patricia Caliandro, Sanna Klipfel
Bernie Clark
Jean Madison, Richard Solum
Kasey Hudson
Dorothy Green
Josh Mengers
Gene Bodel, Kyle Nelson,
Eric Macdonald, Mary Peck, Sophie Martin

Altar Guild
10-4

Challis Camomile
Challis Camomile
10-11 Challis Camomile
Challis Camomile
10-18 Challis Camomile
Annemarie Strote
10-25 Challis Camomile
Annemarie Strote

Mowing Trustees
10-4
10-11
10-18
10-25

Richard Spencer & Bill Sack
Greg Clark & Victor Gomez
Ray & Adam Lucas
Dustin Kjartanson

Anniversaries
10-1
10-3
10-4
10-5
10-7
10-8
10-10
10-14
10-17
10-27

Dennis & Ginny McDonald 4 years
Richard & Elana Lester 39 years
John & Julia McCarter 17 years
Dale & Julianne Ota 29 years
Gene & Mary Bodel 36 years
Frank & Donna Miller 37 years
Dwight & Jean Odland 22 years
Jeff & Nicole Raven 25 years
Pastor & Catherine Barker 39 years
Josh & Miriam Mengers 13 years

For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.
~Galatians 5:13
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Santana Hair Salon
$14 Cuts - Cortes de Pelo
$16 & up Ladies Cuts
Walk-Ins Welcome
805-577-8053

Reardon

Simi Valley Funeral Home
FD-1091

1454 E. Los Angeles Ave.

Ask about pre-planning for
you or a loved one
2636 Sycamore Dr.
805.526.6677
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Maria Cady

Owner/Lead Designer

(805) 522-2716
2768 Cochran St.
Simi Valley, CA 93065

www.SendFlowersByMaria.com
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Phone: 805-526-2429
Email: trinity@tlcsimi.com
Website: trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Online Worship Services
Sundays: 9am Blended Online Worship
Sunday School - Pre K - Sr. High - Online Children’s Message
Mondays: 7pm Online Jam’n Java

Pastor: Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III - barker@tlcsimi.com
Chairman of the Congregation: Dennis Martin - dmartin@tlcsimi.com
Good Shepherd Admissions Counselor: Linda Radtke - lradtke@gsls-simi.com
Trinity Preschool Director: Kerri Launer - klauner@tlcsimi.com
Church Secretary: Shannon Langbehn - trinity@tlcsimi.com

