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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. ~1 Corinthians 1:21-35
“For we preach Christ crucified.” The above is part of one of the Scriptures
read at my ordination. In fact, this Scripture passage was a central tenant of
my entire time at the Seminary. Lutheran pastors are to preach Christ crucified
and risen, Sunday after Sunday, year after year; every time we step up to the
pulpit to preach the Word of God.
Soon after ordination, the church received a sizable donation. One day Richard Spencer sat down in my office and asked me: “Well, if you had a wish-list
for that money, what would be on it?” As you can imagine, my eyes began to
blink. “Obviously the parking lot needs to be redone, the pews are falling
apart, the carpet is stained and old and fraying, the Parish Hall ceiling is filled
with asbestos, the flooring……………………………………………………..”
Yeah, my list was as long as yours, right? Included on that list was: A huge
lighted cross above the entryway.

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship

Temporary

9:00 am Online Blended
Worship Service
trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com

Worship, Bible Study &
Fireside Fellowship

www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com
Trinity Lutheran
Church
Trinity Lutheran
Church - Simi

Wed. Bible
Study @ 10am

May 3

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Blended Praise
Worship - online

May 10

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:00 am - Blended Praise
Worship - online

May 17

Well, there she is. If you haven’t dropped by, come any time, it’s gorgeous;
especially at night! It is a permanent beacon of Christ for our community. It is
a Reaching Up, In, and Out all in one incredible piece of art! I wish to thank
Pastor Chuck Pearson for his beautiful stained glass living memorial; to Dennis Martin for the original design concept, the metal construction, and mounting, Tim and Carol Dahme for the funds to light the cross from the inside; and
to Paul and Shannon Langbehn for the donation to make it a reality.
I will continue to preach Christ crucified and risen…but a picture is worth a
thousand words.
In Him,
RL Barker, III, Pastor

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Blended Praise
Worship - online

May 24

The Ascension of Our Lord
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Blended Praise
Worship - online

May 31

The Day of Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Blended Praise
Worship - online
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Trinity Lutheran is proud to honor all our
Veterans and those who are currently serving in
our Armed Forces.
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DEP Program
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Madison Lucas
Air National Guard

Ab Luke Langbehn
Air Force

Pastor Chuck Pearson & Dennis Martin
constructing the new Cross of Christ
for our Church.
Cross was dedicated on
Good Friday, 10 March 2020

Praise Notes...
To my Trinity Brothers and Sisters….

When I was leading Children's choirs one of the fun
exercises we would do would be to write songs as a
group. I would have all the kids throw out ideas and
lyric phrases….jot them on the whiteboard, then we
would collectively compose a song. One of the best
songs we ever did was an Easter song called He Is
Risen, which eventually was recorded and released
by CPH.

We recently finished our 2020 Easter service which
was “memorable” to say the least. Just like the
tomb…the church was empty! Only 4 of us in the
Church…Pastor Barker, his daughter Olivia, Kyle
Chase (our audio-video engineer), and myself. No
multiple services filled to capacity, no choirs and
bells, no brass bands and red sousaphones, only the
four of us looking into a lens to share the joy of The The refrain enthusiastically exclaims….
Resurrection with the world!
He is risen! He is risen!
Apparently we were successful in sharing as I unHe is risen from the tomb like He said, Amen!
derstand the views of our streamed service numI'm forgiven, cause He took away my sins,
bered in the thousands! People watched from all
He loves me
over the world…many from India!
He is risen! He is risen!
He is risen from the tomb like He said, Amen!
Soon and very soon (by His grace), we will be all
He is living, and I've got to tell the world:
back together again. Lord hasten the day! Pastor
"I love Jesus!"
has been saying for a while now that when we DO
get back together in the church building, we are Hallelujah! Christ is risen. Just like He said He
gonna CELEBRATE JESUS CELEBRATE and pull would in John 1:29. There is a special joy to hear
out all the stops! Break out the brass band, bells, this song sung with the energy that can only come
and choir! I can’t wait!
out of the "mouths of babes"!
For this month’s newsletter I thought I would share
As I write this a couple of weeks before Easter, I am
an Easter message I wrote back in 2015…
immersed (even as a card-holding LCMS Lutheran)
in planning and coordinating music for our most
HE IS RISEN (And I've Got To Tell The World)
exciting Sunday celebration of the year…
….
Resurrection Sunday. I know that one of the primary
"And Jesus said to them "Yes, Have you never read, reasons God created music was to praise and cele'Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You brate Him, and we do that with more gusto on Easter Sunday than just about any other time.
have perfected praise'?" (Matt 21:16 NKJV)
….or as Art Linkletter might say: "Kids say the
darndnest things". I am absolutely blessed to have
many opportunities to write, arrange, and produce
music for the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
through Concordia Publishing House. Much of what
I do is "kids" music which is appropriate since my
Mother always said I was Peter Pan. As a matter of
fact I remember going to her as a young lad and
stating: "I want to be a musician when I grow up."
She immediately responded by saying "You can't do
BOTH!". (complete disclosure-this is not a true story but you get the point).

Think of all the glorious and triumphant songs that
have been composed for our Lord's resurrection. I
suspect your thoughts immediately jump to particular Easter favorites, songs and hymns such as….I
Know That My Redeemer Lives, Celebrate Jesus, I
Will Rise, or My Redeemer Lives.
My personal Easter hit parade includes the perennial
hymn: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (sometimes titled
Christ The Lord Is Risen Today). This wonderful
testimony to our Risen Lord was penned by the
great Methodist hymnist Charles Wesley (who, by

Praise Notes...cont.
the way, came to Christ while reading Luther's commentary on Galatians). Brother Charles put these uplifting lyrics to an old anonymous tune titled Lyra Davidica. I suspect you can hear the song in your head
as you read the first stanza….
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!

In baseball, football, basketball, just about any sport…
when our team is triumphant we applaud, hoot, holler
and cheer the victory. Bottom line….on Easter morning...OUR TEAM WINS! The fact that Jesus went to
the cross to pay for our sins, and that He rose from the
grave in victory over sin, death, and the Devil gives us
the ultimate reason to clap our hands, stomp our feet,
even jump in the air…Jesus is alive! HALLELUIA!
"The Lord has risen indeed" (Luke 24:34)

The ever-clever Wesley couples definitive theological robby robinson
truths with praise to the Savior using melismatic Minister Of Music
"Alleluias". This classic hymn just exudes triumphant
praise….and rightfully so as we celebrate the most
important event in history. The reason to party is profoundly stated by the Apostle Paul: "And if Christ has
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in
your sins." (1 Cor 15:17). But He IS risen….risen indeed! Acts 4:33 tells us: " And with great power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus". The Bible has many many
proof texts for the resurrection. Just to get started try
Mark 16:6, Luke 24:6, Acts 3:15, Romans 6:4, and 1
Corinthians 15:4.
The second stanza continues with festive praise….
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia!
Praise Him all ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!
I am so looking forward to our upcoming Resurrection
Celebration. With triumphant brass and victorious
voices we will worship and glorify the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world! And what a perfect opportunity to invite someone to church. Why not
heed the "Great Commission" (Matthew 28:19) by
telling a friend about our Easter services?
Back to our kids song, the bridge excitedly announces:
I'm gonna clap my hands,
I'm gonna stomp my feet
I'm gonna jump in the air
'Cause Jesus is alive

Witness for The Lord

“All Things Clearly”
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
By Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour
Romans 8:28 - And we know that for
those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are
called according to His purpose.
On March 24, 1820, a little girl was
born to a couple in Putnam, New York.
Even though they were poor, when their
six-week-old daughter developed a cold and eye
infection, the parents called for the doctor. The
family doctor couldn't come, but another was sent
in the physician's stead. The man prescribed that
the baby's infection be treated with hot poultices.
It was a terrible decision as the little girl was soon
declared to be irreversibly blind. That tragedy of
infancy was doubled by the death of the girl's father before she was a year old.
Eventually, the bright, blind girl went to school,
graduated, and fell in love. She and her husband
were thrilled when their marriage was blessed
with a little girl whom they named Frances. The
daughter, Frances, died when she was but a baby.

her better -- not bitter. That's why she could write,
"Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His
Spirit, washed in His blood.
Perfect submission, perfect delight! Visions of
rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending bring from above Echoes of
mercy, whispers of love.
Perfect submission, all is at rest! I in my Savior
am happy and blest,
Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with
his goodness, lost in His love."
Frances Jane Crosby understood a loving God remains in control. She believed Paul who wrote to
the persecuted church in Rome that "we know that
for those who love God all things work together
for good, for those who are called according to
His purpose." She knew -- as all of God's people
should know -- God has shown His love for us
through the sacrifice of His Son.

In Jesus all who believe are given forgiveness,
salvation, hope, and eternal life. Christians have
Blinded by a doctor's negligence, robbed of a par- no immunity from the anguish and agony of life,
nor do they live untouched by suffering and sorent and a child by death, this woman could have
row. For these things are common to all men, inspent her years agonizing about life's injustice,
cluding those who are redeemed by the crucified
shaking her fist at heaven's unfairness.
and risen Christ. But they also know that if God is
She could have, but she didn't.
for them, no one can successfully be against them.
About the physician who had blinded her, she later said, "If I could meet him now, I would say
They believe that the Heavenly Father who did
'Thank you, thank you,' over and over again for
not shrink from sacrificing His own Son, but gave
making me blind." Fanny Crosby felt that her
Him up for our salvation, will graciously continue
blindness had been a gift from God to help her
to give us all things (see Romans 8:31-32).
write the 8,000 hymns, which flowed from her
pen. Trusting in the love of the Christ who had
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, grant that I may trust
You, even when I may not understand. This I ask
died so she might live forever, Fanny Crosby
knew that her pains had come so God could make in the Savior's Name. Amen.

Our Schools - Good Shepherd Lutheran School
Trinity Preschool

As of this writing, we are approaching the end of the 6th week
since we were last on campus.
Our students, parents and teachers are
getting used to the rhythm and routine
of our new normal -“distance learning!”
Both sides have worked hard to make
sure we are still delivering the high
quality academics so our students
are prepared for the next grade level.
This is challenging for our parents, and we want to thank them
for all of their support and hard work.
Here is just a sampling of what our parents are saying:
“System is working fine, nice transition from class to home
online. Great job!”
“Thank you so much for all of your hard work!
Much appreciated!”
“Our kids were clearly sent home ready for the possibility that
we would work this way. As a result, my child is organized,
confident in his work schedule, and
transitioning easily. I know many
parents in the school district with
unanswered questions, concerns
about materials available, and the
safety of distribution.
I am so thankful for Good Shepherd
and our Staff!”
We pray this finds everyone
healthy and safe.
God’s blessings to you all.

Trinity Preschool
Happenings…
Dear Church Family,
The preschool is still closed due to COVID 19 but, we continue to pray and trust the Lord will guide us in the weeks
ahead.
Our teachers and staff remain strong however they miss the
children, families and one another. We keep in contact
through texting and emails and an occasional Zoom meeting!
The pictures are before the preschool closed and looking at
them gives me joy.
Your prayers and support are appreciated more than you
can imagine. Stay well, healthy and safe.
In His Service,
Kerri Launer

Message from
The All Schools
Auction Committee:

As you know, due to the current social—distancing rules , we were
forced to postpone the All Schools’ Auction, “A
Night of Magic”,
originally scheduled for April 18th.
We know this is a very challenging time for everyone and we appreciate your understanding and support as we move forward with plans to re-schedule
the event. Your ticket purchase will automatically
be applied to the re-scheduled event.
We look forward to getting back to you with more
information and specific dates in the coming
months. Until then stay safe & healthy!

Matthew 19:14

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and

do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven.”

Bubbles

Dr.
Seuss

Ministries & More...
The date of our
April meeting has
come and gone.
There will be no meeting in May. We will follow the
lead of our church leaders as to the possibility of a June
gathering.
* The Spring Zones 3 & 4 Celebration to be held in
May is cancelled.
* There will also be no LWML District Convention in
June.

Retiree’s Corner
Newly retired? New to the Church?
Our, very active, retiree’s group
is looking for you!
Activities like going to lunch, movies, plays,
beach and other fun stuff will be resuming
upon the lifting of restrictions.
Quarantine Delivery Team
Trinity has a team of people waiting to help you
shop or run errands if you need. Please contact
the Church office by phone or email.

Though we aren’t physically together to celebrate all things
LWML, we can remember
LWML in other ways. The Quarterly has excellent bible studies. The district and international
mission goals move ahead
through this pandemic and need
our support. We, and all God’s
children around the world, need prayers.
The International Mission Grant for May is Ministry In
Motion, Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Alabama. The $58,000 grant is to supply the church/school
with a handicapped accessible bus for children, elders,
neighbors and church members to
participate in church and school
activities. Trinity serves 200 students from infant through fifth
grade and reaches 45 public
school students daily with an after
Preschoolers LaTerry
school Good News Bible Club.
Kennedy and Angelina
McKenzie pray at the

When I first beginning of school day at
Trinity Lutheran School.
LCMS photo.
came to California in the
late 1970’s, Trinity, and Canoga
Park Lutheran, where I taught,
both had active Braille workers.
A number of young men at a
This is a fascinating mission. Luschool in India who are
excited to be reading their
theran Braille Workers have been
volumes of a Braille Bible.
working to bring the gospel to
blind and visually impaired people around the world
since 1946. The high volume of their production takes a
toll on the zinc plates. The $100,000 grant will be used
to purchase a PUMA plate embossing device to help
meet production needs.
Please remember to save your mites to help reach the
mission grant goals of these two causes. We will gather
our mites as we gather ourselves whenever it is safe to
do so.
Send Mites to LWML Treasurer
Monica Burke
1817 Sutter Avenue
Simi Valley, CA 93065

Trinity Lutheran Church -Women’s Book
May 22 - The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
Hostess: Julianne Ota - Presenter: Julianne Ota
June 26 - Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng
Hostess: Lori Kukuczka - Presenter: Monica Burke
July 24 - Potluck & book selections for next year.
Hostess: Monica Burke - Presenters: Ruth & Tracy
Book Club is meeting ONLINE until restrictions are
lifted. Call Ruth or Tracy for more information.

Enjoy reading books? Fellowshipping?
Join our book club anytime!
Ruth Dietrich 823-5544 or Tracy Nelesen 583-4271
for more information.

Meets the 4th Friday of each month

Ministries & More...
Thursday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
All women of Trinity are encouraged to join!
Upon resuming normal activities, the study meets every
Thursday morning in the Spencer Fireside Room at 9:45 am ~
Brief fellowship at 9:30

New study led by Sanna Klipfel..

Understanding Spiritual Gifts
by Kay Arthur
The subject of spiritual gifts can seem complicated: Who
has spiritual gifts - “spiritual people” or everybody?
What are spiritual gifts anyway?

Understanding spiritual gifts will take us straight into
God’s Word to discover answers from the gift-giver Himself. As we dig into the Bible passages about God’s design for each of us, we’ll find out that spiritual gifts
aren’t complicated – but life-changing.
We will uncover what spiritual gifts are, where they
come from, who has them, how they are received and
how they work within the church. As we study, we will
have a new vision for how we can use our God-given
gifts to bring hope to home, church, and others.

This is a 6 week, no homework Bible study.

Please contact Sanna to purchase the book for
$8.00 at 209-640-0778 or email at
sanna.klipfel@gmail.com

STITCH’N for MISSIONS

Can you sew? Can you tie a knot?
This Ministry is for you!
Now that you have a little extra time on your
hands, call Cheryl to see where you can help from
home. They are making face masks at home.
Usually the group meets every 2nd & 4th Monday afternoons between
11:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
Call Cheryl Freet (818) 894-1649 for more information.
Baby quilts for sale too.

4 Easy ways
to give
1. Drop off at the Office/Mailbox or Mail to Church
2. Online: www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com
3. App: Trinity Lutheran Church and Schools
Download our App for free, either Android or iPhone.
4. Text: Text 805-357-9126 to give - 1st text to set up account, thereafter, simply text your donation amount.

Join a Bible Study
LIFE group today.
Sunday
Sydney Leman
805.526.3245
markev@sbcglobal.net

Wednesday PM
Dale Ota
805.526.0471
dkota@hypercomp.net

Thursday - Ladies AM
Ruth Dietrich
805.527.6039
04redbrd@sbcglobal.net

Friday
Matthew Study
Avanell Hitchcock
805.428.0036
avanell.a.hitchcock@gmail.com

Friday
John Study
Linda LeBlanc
805.341.4152
lindyle@live.com
If you wish to join one,
please contact directly.

Ministries & More...

The Lutheran Hour, the world’s longest running Christian outreach radio program, will now be
delivering a message of HOPE every Sunday over a new station here in Southern California.
LHM’s flagship program airs weekly on more than 1,800 radio stations and the American Forces Network.

Glendale’s KKLA/99.5 FM is the newest addition,
broadcasting at 1:30 p.m. on Sundays.
Listen to them on Sirius XM Radio Family Talk 131, Sunday’s at 7:00 a.m.
Other PSD District stations and broadcast times are listed on their website: www.lutheranhour.org

Pastor Barker is hosting a Bible Study on the Book of Job.

Job lived through some of the hardest calamities imaginable, losing his entire family. One
thing he did not lose though, his faith. Join to hear more about Job’s incredible life and
how we too can honor God in all circumstances.

Each Wednesday at 10am, through May, Pastor will be hosting a Bible
Study on Zoom. Zoom is an interactive online meeting group.

Book of Job

An email was sent out last month with the details to join. If you did not get
the email or would like to join, please let us know: trinity@tlcsimi.com.
We will forward you the link as well as the study guide.
No homework.

Trinity Classifieds
A place to advertise your specialty or looking for something…
call the office at 526-2429 or email: trinity@tlcsimi.com.
Deadline for submission is the 15th of each month.

Needed: Reliable used car to purchase. Contact Dustin Kjartanson 805-428-2650
Dog Sitting/House Sitting: Yasmina Martinez is available. Call: 805-368-6752
Offering: FREE Organ - Tuned pretty well. Call Shannon Langbehn: 805-823-3903
Services: Looking for students or adults to advertise various services.
Please email the church office: trinity@tlcsimi.com - Some services requested are:
Pet sitting, house sitting, yard work, painting, baby sitting, heavy lifting, etc.
If you would like to advertise your services to our members, please let the
office know.

Birthdays
5-1
5-3
5-4
5-5
5-6
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-12
5-13
5-14
5-15
5-22
5-23
5-26
5-28
5-29
5-30
5-31

Riley Baumeister
Lori Raupach
Crystal Turley
Diane Wilson
Monica Burke, Elisabeth Giegoldt
Miriam Mengers, Donna Miller
Dennis McDonald
Linda Radtke, Collins Agak
Cheryl Klepper, Arlene Lautenschlager,
Joanne Kjartanson
Janis Peterson
Randy Stine, James Waldron
Annemarie Strote
William Lindgren, Jacqueline Miller, Luke Otte,
Alyssa Martin
Evelyn Sabo
Linda Crutchfield
Lauren Macdonald, Megan Zahnow
Jamie Albrecht
Eli Mengers
Linda LeBlanc

Anniversary
5-3
5-6
5-7
5-11
5-15
5-18
5-23
5-27
5-28
5-31

5-3
5-10
5-17
5-24

Robert & Crystal Morganroth 12 years
Randy & Carol Stine 30 years
Bob & Diane Murphy 27 years
James & Angie Waldron 29 years
Phil & Cheenie Bonesteel 49 years
Steve & Rozanna Malcom 40 years
Neil & Sydne Leman 63 years
Dane & Corinne Costley 22 years
Elizabeth & Bruce Giegoldt 31 years
Barry & Linda Moore 37 years
Dannie & Jonie Anderson 23 years

Altar Guild

Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
Challis Camomile
Donna Miller
Challis Camomile
Donna Miller

In Memoriam
Kent Fry

We wish you Mom, Grandmother, Great
Grandmother, and Great Great Grandmother a
blessed and joyful 100th birthday celebration.
We want to say we are so blessed by you and
all that you have poured into our lives throughout the years.
You have been a beautiful picture of a Proverbs
31 woman serving along side your beloved and
belated husband, Adam, as a Pastor’s wife and
still, at 100 years old, serving the LORD in
missions through the LWML.
There is way too much to say and very little
space so…we love you and thank you and are
most honored to be part of your legacy.
Love,
Your Family

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Santana Hair Salon
$12 Cuts - Cortes de Pelo
$15 Ladies Cuts
Walk-Ins Welcome
805-577-8053

Reardon

Simi Valley Funeral Home
FD-1091

1454 E. Los Angeles Ave.

Ask about pre-planning for
you or a loved one
2636 Sycamore Dr.
805.526.6677

• Highlights
• Colouring
• Perms

www.reardonsimivalley.com

FD#1760

Maria Cady

Owner/Lead Designer

(805) 522-2716
2768 Cochran St.
info@sendflowersbymaria.com
www.SendFlowersByMaria.com

TRINITY LUTH / 088

www.cmpublications.com

... Our Family Helping Yours
Owned and Operated by the Rose Family of Simi Valley
“AFFORDABLE & COMPASSIONATE CARE”

805-581-3800

4444 Cochran St. • Simi Valley, CA 93036

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

Trinity Lutheran Church
2949 Alamo Street
Simi Valley CA 93063
Phone: 805-526-2429
Email: trinity@tlcsimi.com
Website: trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Regular Worship Services
Sundays: 9 Praise Worship & 10:30 Legacy Liturgy Worship
Sunday School - Pre K - Sr. High 9:30AM
Mondays: 7PM Jam’n Java

Pastor: Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III - barker@tlcsimi.com
Chairman of the Congregation: Dennis Martin - dmartin@tlcsimi.com
Good Shepherd Admissions Counselor: Linda Radtke - lradtke@gsls-simi.com
Trinity Preschool Director: Kerri Launer - klauner@tlcsimi.com
Church Secretary: Shannon Langbehn - trinity@tlcsimi.com

