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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and
is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of
your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of
God in true righteousness and holiness. ~Ephesians 4:22-24
It seems unbelievable that we are in 2020. Will they be the roaring 20s
again? Unknown. But now that we are here, it is once again time to decide if we will engage in the civic ritual of making a resolution. According to a New York Magazine online article, nearly half of all Americans
made New Year’s resolutions and more than half of those resolutions
failed within the first 3 weeks of the year. The article reports that only
8% of those people who made a resolution completed it.
I admit, I like the idea of personal resolutions, but I struggle to actually
achieve them. For whatever reasons, I, like nearly half of my countrymen, have given up making personal resolutions all together. The magazine article reminds readers that failing to complete your resolution isn’t
anything to feel bad about, because – well, behavior change is really, really difficult. It goes on to suggest that slowing down daily routines and
getting enough rest are the biggest factors that contribute to completing a
personal resolution. To me, that seems to be so counter-intuitive and
counterproductive in our busy world.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we hear the call, the invitation, and the encouragement to make behavior changes. Scripture talks about this behavior change as repentance, literally, “a turning around”. Repentance is
not a feeling, it’s an action. It is the self-directed action of reorienting
our live us toward God, for the benefit of the world. Repentance is a
change in our behavior and it effects how we engage with God, the
world, and others. We are invited to change how we love and care for
our neighbors. Just as our bodies need rest to achieve our individual resolutions; our spiritual lives need refreshment as we rest in the knowledge
of God’s love for us, so that we can care for all our neighbors. Caring
for our neighbors is a holy calling that will require us to stand resolute
this New Year. We do not undertake this task alone, but we do it
through God’s power and in community.
It the power of the Holy Spirit and in the community of Trinity Lutheran
Church, that I am able to stand resolute this year. The task set before
each of us, and this congregation, doesn’t seem so daunting. We are a
congregation that is resolute about the mission and calling of Jesus
Christ. In 2020, rest this year. Get plenty of sleep. And rest in God’s
unfailing arms of grace and mercy, through worship, prayer, acts of charity and justice toward your neighbor, as you stand resolute in the mission
and calling that God has placed before us. As St. Paul reminds us, put on
your new self, for God IS with you this New Year!
In Him, Robert Lyon Barker, III, Pastor

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship
9:00 am Praise/
Contemporary
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Traditional
January 5
Second Sunday
after Christmas

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Praise Worship
with Communion
10:30 am - Legacy Liturgy

January 12
The Baptism of Our Lord
First Sunday
after the Epiphany
Anointing for healing
after each service
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Praise Worship
10:30 am - Legacy Liturgy
with Communion

January 19
Second Sunday
after the Epiphany

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Praise Worship
with Communion
10:30 am - Legacy Liturgy

January 26
Third Sunday
after the Epiphany

Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am - Praise Worship
10:30 am - Legacy Liturgy
with Communion

Witness for the Lord

“Asleep In The Boat”
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
By Dr. Kari Vo
And a great windstorm arose, and the waves
were breaking into the boat, so that the boat
was already filling. But He was in the stern,
asleep on the cushion. And they woke Him
and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care
that we are perishing?" (Mark 4:37-38)
He must have
been
really
tired.
After
preaching all
day, Jesus is
asleep in the
back of the
boat, asleep on
a cushion -- and what was that, exactly? A cloth
thrown over some bundled-up nets? Whatever
it was, it surprises me that it was comfortable
enough for Him to stay asleep, even in the middle of a storm, even with the waves crashing
into the boat and slopping water into the bottom. That's some kind of tired.

with the words, "Don't You care that we are
about to die?"
That certainly woke Him. Rude as it was, the
disciples' sort-of "prayer" got Jesus up and
dealing with the situation. "Peace! Be still!" He
says, and the storm tidies itself away. The wind
stops howling; the waves go flat. Then He turns
to His disciples and deals with their personal
storm: "Why are you so afraid? Don't you trust
Me yet?"
As I type this, I have just learned that someone
I love is probably sick with cancer again. This
is not a storm I want to be sailing in. And I've
been down on my knees, begging Jesus to get
up, to deal with the storm, I'm frightened,
HELP! This boat is filling with water. Wake
up, Lord! Please!

This situation is horrible. And yet Jesus is with
us, here in the boat. He hasn't gone anywhere.
He will hear my prayers, no matter how scared
And that was some kind of scared the disciples or how rude or how "little-faithed." And when
were feeling, too. Several of these men were He speaks, the storm will know its Master.
fishermen; they knew the Sea of Galilee in all
its moods. They had been out in storms before.
Thank God He is with us.
These weren't first-time sailors! And yet this
THE PRAYER: Lord, keep me with You,
storm had them terrified -- waking up Jesus
trusting You, when I'm afraid. Amen.

Praise Notes...

Are you kidding me….2020… not just a new year, but a new
decade!!!! Here is an article I wrote back in the old days,
2015, with a couple of updates. Before you read try to listen to
a one of the many versions of “Because He Lives”. In these
thoroughly modern times you have so many options to listen to
music….YouTube, Spotify, Apple Music, etc. May God bless
you and yours this New Year!!!!

It's not often that
most of us get to
actually hold a
newborn
baby,
but most of us can
relate in some
way to the first
two lines of this
BECAUSE HE LIVES….
verse. Then in
"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans lines three and four, the songwriting Gaithers point out the
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a greater joy in knowing that Jesus offers peace, peace beyond
hope" (Jeremiah 29:11)
understanding, to each new child born in this fallen world. By
His grace, they all can be saved!
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
However, that gives each of us (you and me) a job to do. Not
Because I know He holds the future
only a job but a commission from God! (Matt 28:19.20). We
And life is worth the living just because He lives
are called to go "tell it on the mountain"! The Bible is
Do you know this song? Great lyric, great song….It's one of clear: "How are they to believe in Him of whom they have nevmy favorites. "Because He Lives" was written back in the er heard?" (Romans 10:13)
1970's by prolific and inspired songwriters Bill and Gloria The final verse of this song sings …
Gaither. As we venture into a new year with new beginnings,
And then one day I'll cross the river
this song can grant us great comfort as we face each new day.
I'll fight life's final war with pain
"Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery", the famous
And then as death gives way to victory
proverb announces with philosophical wisdom. Well, friends,
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives.
we've crossed over into yet another new year! Onward and forward into 2020 we go, with all the uncertainty that each new Life is short….death is sure. But victory is ours as we trust in
year brings. But as Christians, we possess the powerful assur- our Living Lord. The hope that lies within us pretty much beance to face each unpredictable day with praise to our Living gins and ends with with one of the most famous of all Bible
Savior. BECAUSE HE LIVES….any fear of the future can be verses: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,
forgotten. Our lives are in His hands. BECAUSE HE that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eterLIVES….we can enthusiastically march into 2020 with calm nal life" (John 3:16).
confidence.
We just got through the 12 days of Christmas…of course prior
to that we had experienced at least 24 days of shopping. In all
The first verse of this song profoundly states…
the hustle and bustle, how many times did you run across the
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus
motto: "Jesus is the reason for the season"? Our Lord Jesus is
He came to love, heal and forgive
definitely the reason we celebrate Christmas, but Jesus is also
He lived and died to buy my pardon
the reason that we can face tomorrow. May each of you be
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives
blessed with a happy and joyous 2020! Let's all face the chalJesus lives! We have our Savior's empty grave as testimony to lenges of a new year with new hope and new strength that
His resurrection. His death and resurrection bought us the par- come from new life in Christ! New life that is ours "BECAUSE
don that grants eternal life to those who believe. Salvation is HE LIVES".
ours…hallelujah!
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again
Verse 2 goes on…
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
How sweet to hold a newborn baby
the dead." (1 Peter 1:3)
And feel the pride and joy he gives
robby robinson
But greater still the calm assurance
Minister of Music
This child can face uncertain days because He lives

Our Schools - Good Shepherd Lutheran School
Trinity Preschool

We ended 2019 with several
busy weeks of community outreach at Good Shepherd Lutheran School:
We collected items “For the
Troops” and our 4th, 5th & 6th graders delivered the items and helped pack boxes on December 5. Students also wrote letters to our troops to go
inside the boxes. Many letter said they were praying for
our military!
Thank you to everyone for the very generous gifts
you purchased for Casa Pacifica’s foster care children. Our 7th & 8th graders delivered the items on
December 17 and toured the facility.
Our Advent Craft Event on December 14 was a lot of
fun…as always! Many families made a Christmas craft
to take home and enjoy through the holiday season.
Thank you also to everyone who donated to our Annual Fund Drive! It’s not too late if you would still
like to donate to the ministry at Good Shepherd Lutheran School.
We celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week from
January 26 through January 31. The GSLS students will
be singing at the 9 a.m. service on January 26.
Thank you as always for the many ways you support the
school!!

Trinity Preschool
Happenings…
The Christmas season is upon us and
everyone at Trinity Lutheran Preschool
wish you and your family a season full
of wonder, joy and the spirituality that
the miracle of our Savior’s birth brings.
We make every effort at preschool to convey the true
spirit of Christmas to the students. You may see some
evidence of Santa, for he is the symbol of the spirit of
giving. You may hear some reindeer songs, but we will
emphasize the celebration of Christ’s birth to our children, for He is the real reason we celebrate Christmas!

chance to visit with everyone. There were so many people in attendance and we all had a great time!
On December 12th, the preschool along with Good Shepherd, participated in a fundraiser called, The Apex Fun
Run. All of the children ran and ran around the special
track that was set up for them. I have never seen so
many children running so much and for so long; they
truly put their hearts and souls into it and helped raise
money for our schools.

Thank you also for being supportive of the many children and parents coming and going during each week.
Our preschool is a wonderful supportive ministry of
Trinity Lutheran Church. You are reaching and caring
for over 90 families each week through our program and
th
December 8 was our ‘Christmas Sing’, the children it is truly special.
practiced for weeks and sang their little hearts out. Afterward, we enjoyed warm cocoa with cookies and got the Happy New Year & Blessings,
Kerri Launer

Youth Ministries

A HUGE thank you to all the “actors” for such a wonderful display of The Nativity.
A special thank you to Kathie Nelson, Denise Anderson, Terri Zahnow, Kelly Clark and Desiree Kane for all
the work that is involved in planning our Children’s Christmas Program.

Senior
High
Youth
Coffee
Set up
&
Scripture
Reading

January

Jan. 5 - Evan Costley
Jan. 12 - Leah McCarter
Jan. 19 - Hayden Langbehn
Jan. 26 - Lauren Macdonald

February

Feb.2 - Eric Macdonald
Feb. 9 - Katja Goldsberry
Feb. 16 - Abigail Raven
Feb. 23 - Evan Costley

March

Mar. 1 - Leah McCarter
Mar. 8 - Lance Langbehn
Mar. 15 - Hayden Langbehn
Mar. 22 - Lauren Macdonald
Mar. 29 - Katja Goldsberry

Operation Christmas Child Box
collection update!
We collected 57
boxes to be sent
all over the world who have
never heard the word of Jesus!
Thank you for all your faithful
support and most of all prayers!
Confirmed, several of our boxes were delivered to
the Philippines.

You won’t
want to miss
this event!

Trinity Lutheran Church -Women’s Book
Jan. 24 - Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
Hostess: Vivienne Nadin - Presenter: Ruth Dietrich

Retiree’s
Corner
Newly retired? New to the Church? Our,
very active, retiree’s group is looking for
you! Join them today!

Feb. 28 - Message in a Bottle by Nicholas Sparks
Hostess: Dorothy Green - Presenter: Dolores Moore

Mar. 20 - The Daughter of Molakai by Alan Brennert
Hostess: Janet Francescut - Presenter: Tracy Nelesen

April 24 - Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly
Hostess: Julianne Ota - Presenter: Julianne Ota

Enjoy reading books? Fellowshipping?
Join our book club anytime!
Contact Ruth Dietrich 823-5544 or Tracy Nelesen 5834271 for more information.

Meets the 4th Friday of each month

January
Planning Meeting
Jan. 8 @ 1pm
Trinity Fireside Room
Bring your ideas for the
new year.

Ministries & More...

Join a Bible Study LIFE
group today.
Sunday
Sydney Leman
805.526.3245 markev@sbcglobal.net

Wednesday Adult
The January meeting of LWML is on Jan. 15, in
the Spencer Fireside Room beginning at 6:30. The
Theme is “Balancing Act”. Making Valentines for
Trinity persons in the military and Trinity shut-ins
are the activities. All members of Trinity are invited to join in making additional cards after services on Sunday, Feb. 2
It is BUNCO time again! The annual Bunco Party, complete with lunch and a blind auction, will
be held in the parish hall on Saturday, Jan. 25th @
11:30am. All profits from this fundraiser will benefit various charities. Tickets, $15, may be purchased from LWML members on Sundays.
The featured international grant for the month is
Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for Guatemala. Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hood River, Oregon, and the Lutheran Church of Guatemala have
teamed up to provide medical and spiritually care
to a very poor nation. A Bus will be retrofitted
and Bible school equipment purchased with the
grant of $100,000.

Diane Gummelt
818.701.3070 thegummelts@yahoo.com

Wednesday PM
Dale Ota
805.526.0471 - dkota@hypercomp.net
Thursday - Ladies AM
Ruth Dietrich
805.527.6039 - 04redbrd@sbcglobal.net

Friday
Matthew Study
Avanell Hitchcock
805.428.0036 avanell.a.hitchcock@gmail.com

Friday
John Study
Linda LeBlanc
805.526.3840 - lindyle@live.com

Looking ahead to February… every Sunday will
be Undie Sunday. New undies and socks will be
collected and distributed through Lutheran Border
Concerns and other ministries in Mexico.

Lofstrom's are coming to visit,
January 5th!
International Health Partners, Dr. Dennis &
Paula Lofstrom are here on Jan. 5th to update Trinity on their health care mission in
Tanzania. They will be selling items made
in villages around them to further fund their
mission to “bring health care to the underserved people in Tanzania, East Africa”.
Let’s welcome the Lofstrom’s, in the Fireside room, and support their mission!

Our missionary, Rev. David Federwitz, will be here
on January 12th to provide
an update on how this ministry, with the help from our
District, is helping to put
God’s Word in Third World
languages. Jesus commands
us to “go and preach the Gospel” and this is just what they are doing.
A second offering will be collected on Jan. 12th to help their efforts.

Ministries & Memories
Trinity has various opportunities to be involved.
Please prayerfully consider connecting with one or two today.

Time & Talent
Ministry
Opportunities

Bible Study Leaders

Start your own Bible study or join an
existing one today.

Audio & Visual Assistants

Sundays and various special events.

Help keep our Biblical garden beautiful.
Weeding, planting and general upkeep.

Worship: Scripture reading, communion
PADS
assistance. Usher: Greeters at door, asTues. evenings (Nov.-April) assist greetsist with offering collection. Contact
ing and cooking dinner for our homeless
Jack Raupach at 805-405-5247
guests to partake, here at Trinity.
or jwraupach@msn.com
1-2 hour commitment. Contact Richard
Altar Guild
Spencer at 805-624-2799.
Weekday service: Changing Altar ParaWeekend
Yard Work
ments, candles and upkeep of Sacristy.
Good
at
mowing,
weeding and able to
Contact Challis Camomile
use power equip.? Saturday mornings.
at 805-522-2650 or 805-304-1546.

Tabitha Committee

Table & Chair Set up

Group of people committed to assist
funerals here at Trinity with donations,
of food and help, in their greatest time of
need, when their loved one passes.
Contact office to add your name to the
email list: trinity@tlcsimi.com

Daily as needed for set up of chairs and
table for our events.

Singers for Praise band & Choir; hands
for Bells. No experience necessary.

Do you have a ministry that is on your
heart? Talk to Pastor about it and let’s
get started.

Trinity Music

LWML

Training available, no experience needed.

Biblical Garden

Worship Assistants/ Ushers

Stitch’n for Mission

2nd & 4th Tues. mornings: Stitch for a
cause. They have jobs for sewers and
non-sewers alike! Contact:
Cheryl Freet 818-894-1649 or show up!

Social Media

Update and maintain Trinity’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and other
Social Media platforms.

Lutheran Women’s Mission League:
Assists the congregation with mission
outreach by organizing donations and
guidance for various mission projects
throughout the year.

Sunday School Teachers

Love the Lord and kids too?
Always looking for people that do.
Contact Pastor to help out.

Simi Valley Street “Prayer”

Our chance to “give back” to the Simi
community. Simi Valley Fair booth,
where we pray, instead of sell, all in the
name of Jesus. No strings attached!
Contact the office to add your name next
year: trinity@tlcsimi.com.

Still have many others.

Ministry Outreach

Contact the office for
more information on
any of the ministries
listed here.

Trinity Classifieds
A place to advertise your specialty or looking for something…
call the office at 526-2429 or email: trinity@tlcsimi.com.
Deadline for submission is the 15th of each month.

Needed: Reliable used car to purchase. Contact Dustin Kjartanson 805-428-2650
Services: Looking for students or adults to advertise various services.
Please email the church office: trinity@tlcsimi.com - Some services requested
are: Pet sitting, house sitting, yard work, painting, baby sitting, heavy lifting, etc.
If you would like to advertise your services to our members, please let the
office know.

In Memoriam
Sharon Morrison

Worship
Assistants

Birthdays
1-4
1-7
1-9
1-11
1-12
1-14
1-17
1-21
1-22
1-24
1-25
1-26
1-27
1-29
1-30

Noelle Clark
Debbie Darland
Elizabeth Costley, Presley Osendorf
Charles Shorts, Sandra Ricci
Jerry Romsa
Dave Christensen, Hayden Langbehn
Brett Wilson
Tracey Nelesen, Jim Moresi
Jonie Anderson, Catherine Barker,
Alexandra Boughan, Donna Escutia
Diana Jenke
Martha Hansen
Anissa Vinciguerra
Marc Albrecht
Toni Reed
Don Joy

Anniversary
1-10 Tom & Susan Baunsgard 16 years
1-12 Richard & Patricia Caliandro 35years
1-13 Rick & Laura Rosas 30 years
1-21 Arle & Judith Alsky 8 years

Altar Guild
1-5
1-12
1-19
1-26

Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
Challis Camomile
Donna Miller
Challis Camomile
Donna Miller

Trustees
1-5
1-12
1-19
1-26

Richard Spencer/Jeff Raven
Team Martin
Team Pastor
Bill Sack

Adult
1-5
1-12
1-19
1-26

9:00 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

Tim Nelson
Bill Becker
Dustin Kjartanson
Linda LeBlanc
Bob McKinney
David Crisalli
Dennis Klipfel
Jack Raupach

Italics = Communion Service

Youth
1-5
1-12
1-19
1-26

Evan Costley
Leah McCarter
Hayden Langbehn
Lauren Macdonald

Ushers
1-5

1-12

1-19

1-26
\

9:00 am Pete Boughan
Dolly Spry
10:30 am Jack Raupach
Lori Raupach
9:00 am Pete Boughan
Dolly Spry
10:30 am Herb Mann
Vicki Panaro
9:00 am Pete Boughan
Dolly Spry
10:30 am Dolores Moore
Suzi van der Meulen
9:00 am: Pete Boughan
Dolly Spry
10:30 am David Crisalli
Vicki Panaro
Italics = Communion Service
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Sunday School

9:00am

9:30am

Sunday School

communion

Praise worship with

Translators

Lutheran Bible

Sunday School

9:00am

9:30am

communion

10:30am Legacy Liturgy with

26

Lutheran Schools
Week
Praise Worship

11:00am Adult Bible Study

10:30am Legacy Liturgy

9:30am

9:00am

19

3:00pm

communion

10:30am Legacy Liturgy with

12

Anointing for
healing
Praise Worship

12:00pm Adult Bible Study

10:30am Legacy Liturgy

Jam'n Java

7:00pm

7:00pm

7:00pm

Jam'n Java

Girl Scouts Rm 1

Lutheran Schools
Week
11:00am Stich'n For Mission

27

7:00pm

7:00pm

28

7:00pm

6:00pm

21

Girl Scouts Rm 1

7:00pm

MLK Day - GSLS
Closed
Jam'n Java

7:00pm

LWML Meeting

6:30pm

20

6:00pm

11:00am Stitch'n For Mission

Lutheran Schools
Week
PADS

PADS

Education

GSLS Board of

PADS

Lay Shepherds

PADS

Tuesday

7:00pm

7

14

Jam'n Java

Preschool Council

13

7:00pm

with communion

Sunday School

6:30pm

9:30am

6

Praise Worship

9:00am

Monday

5

Sunday

8:00pm

6:00pm

29

8:00pm

6:00pm

22

8:00pm

6:00pm

15

8:00pm

6:00pm

8

1

PADS

Fireside Rm

Lutheran Schools
Week
Bible Study -

PADS

Fireside Rm

Bible Study -

PADS

Fireside Rm

Bible Study -

PADS

Fireside Rm

Bible Study -

New Year's Day Office Closed

GSLS Christmas Break

Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran Church and Schools

7:00pm

7:00pm

6:00pm

9:45am

30

6:00pm

9:45am

23

7:00pm

6:00pm

6:00pm

9:45am

16

6:00pm

9:45am

Choir Rehearsal

Bells Rehearsal

Study

Lutheran Schools
Week
Women's Bible

Bells Rehearsal

Study

Women's Bible

Choir Rehearsal

Meeting

Board of Directors

Bells Rehearsal

Study

Women's Bible

Bells Rehearsal

Study

Women's Bible

Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm

9

GSLS Christmas Break
Bells Rehearsal

2

Thursday

5:00pm

31

7:00pm

24

17

5:00pm

10

3

Svc - GSLS

Lutheran Schools
Week
Samaritan Center

Club

Women's Book

GSLS - School
Closed

Svc - TLP

Samaritan Center

GSLS Christmas Break

Friday

25

18

11

4

LWML - BUNCO

Luther's Attic

Saturday

January 2020

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Santana Hair Salon
$12 Cuts - Cortes de Pelo
$15 Ladies Cuts
Walk-Ins Welcome
805-577-8053

1454 E. Los Angeles Ave.

• Highlights
• Colouring
• Perms

FD#1760

... Our Family Helping Yours
Owned and Operated by the Rose Family of Simi Valley
“AFFORDABLE & COMPASSIONATE CARE”

805-581-3800

4444 Cochran St. • Simi Valley, CA 93036

TRINITY LUTH / 088

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

Trinity Lutheran Church
2949 Alamo Street
Simi Valley CA 93063
Phone: 805-526-2429
Email: trinity@tlcsimi.com
Website: trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Regular Worship Services
Sundays: 9 Praise Worship & 10:30 Legacy Liturgy Worship
Sunday School - Pre K - Sr. High 9:30AM
Mondays: 7PM Jam’n Java

Pastor: Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III - barker@tlcsimi.com
Chairman of the Congregation: Dennis Martin - dmartin@tlcsimi.com
Good Shepherd Admissions Counselor: Linda Radtke - lradtke@gsls-simi.com
Trinity Preschool Director: Kerri Launer - klauner@tlcsimi.com
Church Secretary: Shannon Langbehn - trinity@tlcsimi.com

