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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning
you in our prayers. ~1 Thessalonians 1:2
Change keeps coming to Trinity Lutheran Church. Though at times difficult to go through, we have learned here that it is always used for
good.
As many of you know the Trinity Board of Directors and Preschool
Council had professional differences of opinion with Chris Kun, our
Preschool director. Because of these issues Mrs. Kun chose to resign her
call to Trinity. Efforts are underway to hire a new director and have that
person in place by next month. On behalf of our church, I wish to thank
Chris for her years of service here and pray that the next chapter of her
life and career be filled with joy, happiness and peace.
During the past few years various long-time members of our church
have decided to retire and move away from Simi and us, their church
home. The Chitwoods and the Dolders are two of our church families
who recently relocated to Arizona. Now, Wendy and Mike Zumbahlen
have decided to retire to San Diego to be closer to family. Like others of
our brothers and sisters, we will dearly miss them; especially in their
selfless service to our Lord in the Biblical Garden.
For years Mike and Wendy, along with the Greg and Kerry Eslinger,
have lovingly cared for the Biblical Garden, keeping it green and lush.
Now, they are passing the “clippers” to the Dahmes and other greenthumbed souls. Please join me in thanking them for their quiet and
steadfast stewardship of this truly pastoral place. On Sunday, 8 July,
please join the Zumbahlens in the Garden, before and after services, to
see all the new additions – but more importantly to bless them and to
“give thanks to God always for” them as we “constantly mention
[them] in our prayers.”
In Him,
Robert Lyon Barker, III, Pastor

Trinity Lutheran
Church
Worship Schedule
July 1 - Sixth Sunday
after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am Praise Worship
with Communion
10:30 am Legacy Liturgy
July 8 - Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am Praise Worship
10:30 am Legacy Liturgy
with Communion
Anointing for healing
after each service
July 15 - Eighth Sunday
after Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am Praise Worship
with Communion
10:30 am Legacy Liturgy
July 22 - Ninth Sunday
After Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am Praise Worship
10:30 am Legacy Liturgy
with Communion
July 29 - Tenth Sunday
After Pentecost
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III
9:00 am Praise Worship
10:30 am Legacy Liturgy
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FIRECRACKERS & FREEDOM…
The Fourth Of July….our nation's big birthday bash! Each year, with firecrackers, cherry bombs, and other things that go
boom, we celebrate the anniversary of the greatest nation in the history of the planet. A country founded on principles of the
Bible….a country founded primarily by Christians…a country founded on freedom!
Irving Berlin is often considered America's greatest songwriter. In 1918 while in the US Army, he wrote the great song-prayer
"God Bless America". I love when songs are actual prayers and this is a great one. The rarely-sung verse includes the defining
lines:
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.
Of course we all know the refrain….a direct petition asking the God of the Universe to bless, guide, and keep this great nation:
God bless America, land that I love
Stand beside her, and guide her,
Through the night, with a light from above.
God bless America, my home sweet home
Wow…you and I are so blessed to live in a nation that allows us the freedoms we enjoy, NOT the least of which is the freedom to worship Christ openly and freely. In a tumultuous world where Christians are persecuted on a daily basis we can
stand on a street corner with John 3:16 signs or read our Bibles openly with no fear of consequences. Historically this has not
been the case in many parts of the globe. I pray we never become complacent with our faith or witness in the absence of
Christian persecution.
Most of us have been moved by Ray Charles' incredible performance of one of our country's greatest patriotic songs:
America, America, God shed His grace on Thee
And crown Thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea
In John 15:13, Jesus tells us "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends". The second
verse of "America" depicts the ultimate sacrifice of brave men and women who paid the price for our freedom:
Oh beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life.
Remember the movie "City Slickers? Billy Crystal asks Curly (played by Jack Palance): "what is the secret of life?" Curly holds
up his index finger and has the answer: "ONE THING". While great drama and actually profound, I would have to say that
Gospel-music icon Andrae Crouch REALLY has the answer:
Jesus is the answer for the world today
Above Him there's no other, Jesus is the way.
Our Lord Jesus is "the way, the truth, the life" (John 14:6). As long as we put HIM first in our lives….simply stated, make Him
the ONE THING…everything else works itself out. As an illustration
of freedom in Jesus, let your mind's eye picture Paul and Silas singing hymns in the Philippian jail (Acts 16:25). Picture the
first Christian martyr, Steven, as he is being stoned espousing Christ.(Acts 7:54-60). Picture the thief hanging on the cross
next to Jesus, being promised eternal salvation by our Lord. (Luke 23:42-43)
Cont’d on page 3
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Martin Luther's classic hymn, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" bluntly states our victorious freedom:
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse
Though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day
The Kingdom's ours forever
Our freedom of course lies in Christ. Our hope is built on nothing less. The Bible states: "If my people who are called by my
name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:14). Our 40th President, whose library is housed in this fair city,
put it this way: "If we ever forget that we're One Nation Under God, then we will be a Nation gone under."
Another great patriotic song: "America (My Country 'Tis of Thee)" was written by Samuel Smith. Check out the fourth verse:
Our father's God to Thee, Author of liberty, to Thee we sing
Long may our land be bright, with freedom's holy light
Protect us by Thy might, great God our King
This nation is dependent upon God but seems to be turning our back on him. We live in a wonderful democracy but God is
our King! HE has granted this nation the freedoms we enjoy. HE is the source of our strength, our life, our every breath.
So as we celebrate the Independence of our great nation with picnics, parades, and firecrackers, let's all pray to the Author
of our Liberty for the good old USA. May we do all we can do to keep this nation a land that God will continue to bless….one
nation UNDER God!
"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD" (Psalm 33:12)
robby robinson
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As of starting the article we are two weeks into Camp Trinity and have had 2 sessions of our summer high school
Wednesday night events. I want to
highlight
these
two ministries for you.

Camp Trinity is the summer camp ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church
for children age 5 through 6th grade. We sing, laugh, play, learn, and so
much more. This year we have 48 campers signed up throughout the
summer. This summer’s theme is Rescued: Jesus Saves and we are
learning a different Bible story that involved water each week. The first
week we learned about Noah and his family and how God uses water
to renew. God didn’t just use water to renew the earth, but through Baptism God uses water to renew our hearts. The second week we are
talking about the birth of Moses and how God used water to secure. Moses was protected in the basket in the
Nile river and how through Jesus God gives us the security of knowing that our sins are forgiven. We will
continue on our journey through the Bible.
Also going on this summer is our High school youth ministry. We are meeting each week for a time of
devotion, an activity, and time to hangout and just be teenagers (well at least they get to be teens). A different
youth family is hosting these nights and so far we have had a Fruit of the Spirit night and a game night. We are
excited to have the Trinity Youth families come together.
Well, that’s it for now. I hope you enjoyed the pictures and I will try and give you another update next month.
If you know of anyone interested in summer camp or VBS please encourage them to check out our web site
http://trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com for more information or to sign up.
Blessings in Christ,
Sarah
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Vacation Bible School
July 16 – 20, 2018

A week long journey into how Jesus rescues us.
Join us for games, crafts, music and so much more.
Go to our church website trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com
or use the QR code for more information.

Volunteers Needed (sign up also online)
Also check our Camp Trinity (space still available)

#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Group
Sunday
Wednesday Adult
Thursday AM
Wednesday PM
Friday - Group Matthew
Friday - Group Luke
Friday - Group John

Thursday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am fellowship
9:45 am study begins

Coordinator
Sydney Leman
Diane Gummelt
Ruth Dietrich
Dale Ota
Avanell Hitchcock
Sylvia Wilmot
Linda LeBlanc

e-Mail
markev@sbcglobal.net
thegummelts@yahoo.com
04redbrd@sbcglobal.net
dkota@hypercomp.net
avanell.a.hitchcock@gmail.com
swilmot71@gmail.com
lindyle@live.com

Phone
805.526.3245
818.701.3070
805.527.6039
805.526.0471
805.428.0036
805.304.8303
805.526.3840

Please contact Ruth Dietrich at
04redbrd@sbcglobal.net
or 805-823-5544 for information.
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LWML News and Notes

In June we enjoyed a Ladies Night Out at M & B Steak and Seafood Restaurant in Simi Valley. The ladies who attended the PSD LWML Convention in Vegas shared highlights of the convention with the group. We had 15 ladies in
attendance!
Thank you to all who participated in the baby shower for the women at Sarah's House. (Our
church’s community outreach) Well done, ladies.
There was a big PRAISE THE LORD at the recent LWML District Convention in Las Vegas. The
main business of the convention is voting on the mission grants our district wants to support for the
next two years and elect new officers. As it turned out we didn’t need to vote at all for the mission
grant proposals. There was enough money with the projected budget to sponsor all of the requested
grants. That has never happened before. Now we just need to keep collecting those mites to fund
all of the grants.
Mustard See Devotions are available at www.lwml.org/Resources/Devotions.
The LWML Board and anyone else who would like to help plan our activities for 2018-19 are invited
to a planning meeting on Wednesday, July 11, 6:30, at church. Please come with some ideas.
TLC BOOK CLUB will have its final event for this year. This is the meeting that we select the books
for next year. It will be a pot luck at the home of Monica Burke, 1817 Sutter Ave., 583-3863, July
27, 6:30 pm. If you are not able to attend but want a book to be submitted for consideration, please
give the title and author’s name to Ruth Dietrich one week prior. We also will be discussing if we
should hold Book Club in the Spencer Fireside Room instead of in our homes. Be thinking about
this as we will decide on the 27th.
Our first regular scheduled meeting for the new year will be Monday, September 17 (one week later),
at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room. Look for more details after the board planning meeting.

TLC (Trinity Lutheran Church) BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE 2017-18
BOOK CLUB CHAIRPERSONS: Ruth Dietrich 823-5544 & Tracy Nelesen 583-4271 Meets 4th Friday at 7:00 pm
After starting in 2008 for members and friends of Trinity, we have read many books. At our July pot luck, we have selected the books
for the upcoming year. You don’t need to attend every month. Pick out the book(s) that interest you. Give it a try. The
fellowship is
worth it! We average six to twelve ladies and can always use more. Please look over the list and plan to join us whenever you can. If
there are any changes to the schedule, they will be reported in the bulletin or Tidings. This schedule will be posted on the bulletin board
in the parish hall. We hope to see some new faces this year.

DATE
July 27

HOSTESS
Monica
Burke

PHONE
NUMBER
583-3863

PRESENTER

BOOK TITLE

AUTHOR

Ruth &
Tracy

Pot Luck and Book
Selections for Next
Year

Prepared
July 2017
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LISTEN TO LUTHER

The Good Old Days
Don’t ask, “Why were things better in the old days than they are now?” It isn’t wisdom that leads you to ask this! (Ecclesiastes 7:10)
When people are ungrateful to us, we often start complaining, “Things are worse now than they ever were.” But we shouldn’t talk like this.
Elderly people tend to say, “When I was a child, everything was better.” They are the “people who praise the days gone by,” as one poet calls
them. But the author of Ecclesiastes says that this isn’t true. Things never really went that well. We only realize how bad things are now
because as we grow older, the number of things that annoy us also increases.
A child doesn’t pay much attention to news about someone deceiving or murdering someone else. He keeps on playing, running, and riding.
He thinks it’s the worst thing in the world when someone steals another’s marbles. Only then does he become angry. But when he becomes
an adult, he becomes sensitive to the troubles and disloyalty of people around him….
The world has always been filled with troubles, but we haven’t always been aware of them all. When we were children, nothing bothered us.
Our lives remained relatively calm. But the world has always been wicked. Therefore, make sure that you have a quiet and peaceful heart.
Don’t become upset when you see these evils. Though you can’t change the world, make sure you are changed into a new person.
(from Martin Luther: Through Faith Alone, CPH 1999)
“FOURTH OF JULY”
Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
By Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour
Psalm 107:1- Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!
Only 25 days after the Declaration of Independence had been signed by the last delegate, General George Washington's army found itself
trapped on the edge of Brooklyn, New York's, East River. The British had 20,000 seasoned soldiers ready to attack the 8,000 inexperienced,
raw Colonials.
The end, as everyone could plainly see, was imminent.
It would have been imminent, but for some reason -- some illogical, inexplicable reason -- the British forces drew up short. They hesitated.
Some have suggested the British commander was waiting for his fleet to sail up the river. The fleet didn't come, at least not when they were
expected. A northwest wind blew, rains came, and the British ships couldn't set sail.
If the British hesitated, Washington didn't.
Under the cover of darkness, using small boats, Washington led his men in retreat. With haste, carrying a few men at a time, the boats
crisscrossed the river. The goal was to save as much of the army as was possible. The night passed before the job was completed. The
approach of dawn would make the ferrying boats target practice for the skilled artillerymen of the British.
That's the way history might have written the end of the Rebel Army, but it didn't happen that way.
Just as the sun came up, so did a fog. It wasn't so thick you couldn't see your hand in front of your face, but it was thick enough so visibility
was reduced to less than 20 feet. The fog hung on until the last Colonial boat, the one with Washington, was launched.
The best the British could do was lob some shells at Washington's boat, which was out of range.
Sitting, as you are in your comfortable house, far removed from that time, you may be thinking quite a coincidence or some luck or a great
throw of the dice. It would be foolish to think that God sent the rains, that God directed the winds, that God brought up the fog.
Every modern, sophisticated thinker knows Washington's escape was pure fate.
That's what we would say, but almost every one of the American soldiers who recorded the events of that night gave credit for these
"coincidental happenings" to the Triune God. And there were many British troops who wondered if they shouldn't go home since the Lord
was obviously fighting for the Colonies.
No doubt, many of the American men, having been delivered by this miracle, thought of Psalm 107:1: "Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He
is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!"
Of course, all this was over two-and-a-quarter centuries ago. Much of America has become too sophisticated to rely on God, to think of Him,
or thank Him. And that, my friends, is a big mistake. You see, God's mercy endures forever, but His patience does not.
Far better for those in America, or whatever country you call home, to give thanks to the Lord for not only giving us forgiveness and
salvation through His Son, but also for His blessings and freedoms, which are far more dependable than are our thanks.
THE PRAYER: As we celebrate the Fourth of July with picnics and fireworks and family, may Your people also give thanks for Your hand
of protection, which has guided us in the past even as it does today. This I ask in the Savior's Name.
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Retirees News
Please join the retirees at
Lemon Park
July 11, 2018 at 1:00 pm
It’s time to have a potluck picnic in the
park!
For more information, please contact Dick Scoville (805) 527-6269
Or Jean Madison (480) 636-6903

Altar Guild Flower Orders
Altar flowers can be placed to the glory of God
and the beauty of His house in honor or memory
of someone by placing your name on the calendar in the Parish Hall.
You can order a small arrangement from
Michaels for $45.00 or a garden bouquet for
$20.00.
Please make checks payable to “Trinity Lutheran
Church,” with “Altar Guild” on the memo line.
Please place envelopes in offering plate or in the
Altar Guild mailbox in the Parish Hall.
Gods Joy to you!
Challis Camomile

SERVICES AVAILABLE
WITHIN THE BODY
BABYSITTING/TUTORING
Heather Keith
428.1404
CPR and First Aid Certified
Joshua Martinez
(805)368.3706
House/Dog Sitting
Jessica May
581.6048
CPR/First Aid Trained, American Red Cross
Babysitting Trained
Andrew Rosas
304.5509
$8 an hour.
Any teenagers or college students that babysit or pet sit
can put their names here. Call the church office, 5262429
LICENSED CHILD CARE
Kathie Nelson
Full and Part-time care.
Donna Escutia
All Age of children. Full or Part-time.

529.8259
578.9891

LICENSED MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPY
Eunice McKinney
210.5909

Interested in helping with the worship services?

STITCHIN FOR MISSIONS
Baby quilts for sale. Stop by on the 2nd or 4th
Monday afternoons between 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
or contact
Cheryl Freet, (818)894-1649

Did you know that
Trinity Lutheran
Church and Schools
has an app that you
can download? Stay
up to date on all of the
happenings at the
church and schools.
Download it on itunes
or Google Play today!!!

Call or email Len Geres if you are interested in a call to
find out how to be an usher or a worship assistant!
lgeres@tlcsimi.com

This newsletter is made possible throughout the year at no cost to our
church through the sponsorship of the businesses listed on the final page.
We encourage you to consider calling on these local businesses and
showing your support. Thank you.

Trinity Tidings E-Edition

Would you like to receive this newsletter via email? Contact
the church office and let us know!

Trinity Tidings
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Anniversaries
July Celebrations!!!

7-1
7-2
7-3
7-4
7-5
7-6
7-7
7-8
7-9
7-10
7-11
7-12
7-14
7-15
7-16
7-17
7-18
7-21
7-25
7-26
7-27
7-28
7-29
7-30

Birthdays
Aleyah Ewing
Judy Zachary-Smithson
Pete Boughan
Mike Dovalina,
Brittany Snodgrass
Marcia Sack, Mark Siebert,
John Otte, Brett Chitwood
Marla Manley
Annie Willequer,
Greg Eslinger, Dane Costley,
Chris Britton
Savanna Shorts,
Elizabeth Zachary
Binky Bistransin, Alice Clark
Desiree Kane, Joseph LeBlanc
Dolores Moore
Caden Taggart
Sonny Calligaro, Len Geres
Marjorie Rowe,
Christina Cardenas,
Lois McKinney
Bonnie Shelton, Vicki Panaro,
Pastor Barker, Annette May
Dolly Spry
Karen Thompson
Andrew Rosas,
Michael Anderson
Flora Uhlig, Ray Johnson,
Nikki Miller
Tim Nelson, Cody Anderson
Tom Baunsgard,
Ken Macdonald,
Rachel Brown
Rachel Spry, Charlie Howell
Emily Burke
Lynda Relyea

7-2
Mike and Lisa Dovalina
42 years
Rob and Avanell Hitchock
35 years
7-6
Don and Rachel Spry
38 years
7-8
Fred and Debbie Dolder
46 years
Joshua and Elizabeth McMonagle
18 years

Worship Assistants
7-1
7-8
7-15
7-22
7-29

9:00 am:
10:30 am:
9:00 am:
10:30 am:
9:00 am:
10:30 am:
9:00 am:
10:30 am:
9:00 am:
10:30 am:

Ushers
7-1

9:00 am:
10:30 am:

7-10
Ryan and Erin Taggart
14 years
7-11
Greg and Kerry Eslinger
48 years

7-8

7-15

9:00 am:
10:30 am:

7-22

7-20
Kevin and Mary Rooney
43 years
Sam and Peggy Reid
33 years

7-29

7-23
Bill and Marcia Sack
35 years

7-1

7-27
Len and Theone Geres
44 years
Neal and Sylvia Wilmot
22 years

9:00 am:
10:30 am:

7-19
Mike and Diane Gummelt
38 years

7-25
Frank and Jennifer Towe
21 years

Dick Scoville
Jack Raupach
Jerry Romsa
Broc van der Meulen
Julianne Ota
Bob McKinney
Kathie Nelson
David Crisalli
Dick Scoville
Linda LeBlanc

9:00 am:
10:30 am:
9:00 am:
10:30 am:

Pete Boughan,
June Rossman
David Crisalli
Herb Mann
Pete Boughan
June Rossman
Jack Raupach
Vicki Panaro
Pete Boughan
June Rossman
David Crisalli
Herb Mann
Pete Boughan
June Rossman
Jack Raupach
Vicki Panaro
Pete Boughan
June Rossman
Dolores Moore
Vicki Panaro

Altar Guild
Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
7-8 Bernie Clark
Holly Jump
7-15 Challis Camomile
Donna Miller
7-22 Challis Camomile
Donna Miller

7-1
7-8
7-15
7-22
7-29

Nursery Schedule
Corinne Costley
Julia McCarter
Diane Murphy
Corinne Costley
Julia McCarter
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Children's Church

9:00 am

9:30 am

7:00 pm

Children's Church

9:00 am

9:30 am

10:30 am Legacy Liturgy

30

Praise Worship

29

with communion

Jam'n Java

Jam'n Java

Children's Church

9:30 am

7:00 pm

11:00 am Stich'n For Mission

10:30 am Legacy Liturgy

23

Praise Worhsip

9:00 am

Jam'n Java

VBS

22

10:30 am Legacy Liturgy

Children's Church

with communion

7:00 pm

9:30 am

16

Praise worship

9:00 am

Jam'n Java

31

24

17

7:00 pm

7:00 pm

10

3

11:00 am Stich'n For Mission

15

with communion

10:30 am Legacy Liturgy

8

Anointing for
healing
Praise Worship

10:30 am Legacy Liturgy

Jam'n Java

Preschool Council

VBS

Lay Shepherds

Tuesday

9

7:00 pm

with communion

Children's Church

6:30 pm

9:30 am

2

Praise Worship

9:00 am

Monday

1

Sunday

25

18

11

4

VBS

Independence
Day-Church
Office closed

Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran Church and Schools

9:45 am

26

7:00 pm

9:45 am

19

9:45 am

12

9:45 am

5

Study

Women's Bible

Meeting

Board of Directors

Study

Women's Bible

VBS

Study

Women's Bible

Study

Women's Bible

Thursday

7:00 pm

27

20

13

6

Club

Women's Book

VBS

Friday

28

21

14

7

Saturday

July 2018

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE

Auto Body & Paint

Santana Hair Salon

(805) 581-1671
Fax (805) 581-1302
www.cityautobody.net

$11 Cuts - Cortes de Pelo
$14 Ladies Cuts
Walk-Ins Welcome
805-577-8053
1454 E. Los Angeles Ave.

• Highlights
• Colouring
• Perms

Gary White
2150 Agate Court
Simi Valley, CA 93065
FD#1760

... Our Family Helping Yours
Owned and Operated by the
Rose Family of Simi Valley

4444 Cochran St.
Simi Valley, CA 93036

TRINITY LUTH / 088

www.cmpublications.com

“AFFORDABLE &
COMPASSIONATE CARE”

805-581-3800

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601
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Regular Worship Services:
Sundays: 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Education Ministry - Preschool thru Senior High: 9:30 a.m.
Mondays: 7:00 pm Jam’n Java
(805) 526-2429
fax: (805) 526-4857 e-mail: trinity@tlcsimi.com
WEBSITE: www.trinitylutheranchurchsimi.com
Rev. Robert Lyon Barker, III,
Pastor
barker@tlcsimi.com

Dane Costley, Chairman of
the Congregation
yeltsoc@yahoo.com

Trinity Lutheran Church
2949 Alamo Street
Simi Valley CA 93063

Sarah Britton, Director of
Christian Education
sbritton@tlcsimi.com

Julianne Germain, Church
Secretary
trinity@tlcsimi.com
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